ED! SERIAL READING
TEACHER NOTES

Term 1, 2021
Bawoo Stories and Badudu Stories
in honour of May O’Brien
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INTRODUCTION
About the stories
First published individually in 1992 (Bawoo Stories)
and 1994 (Badudu Stories), these stories were
ground-breaking, combining a number of
traditional Indigenous stories in a bilingual text
with true stories about the experience of moving
from a remote community to a mainstream school
and learning English for the first time. Sales of the
individual titles now exceed 26,000 copies each.

About the author
May O’Brien (Aunty May) was born in the Eastern Goldfields of
Western Australia, and at the age of five, was taken to Mount
Margaret Mission where she spent the next twelve years. After
becoming the first female Aboriginal teacher in WA, she taught in
rural and metropolitan primary schools for twenty-five years. Aunty
May served in a number of other positions before being appointed
Superintendent of Aboriginal Education, a position she held until
her early retirement in 1988. Aunty May remained dedicated to
Aboriginal education, as an ambassador for the Indigenous Literacy
Foundation and writing bilingual books, until her death in March
2020.

FREMANTLE PRESS
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press.
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/

AUTHOR VISITS
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation.
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SERIAL READING PROGRAM
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian on Tuesdays during Term 1 you will find teaching stories from the Badudu
Stories and Bawoo Stories collections by May O’Brien.
The stories will be published on the following dates:
Week/s
Date/s
Story
1
02/02/2021 What do you Say?
2
09/02/2021 Barn-Barn Barlala, the Bush Trickster
16/02/2021
3-4
How Crows Became Black
23/02/2021
02/03/2021
5-6
The Kangaroos Who Wanted to be People
09/03/2021
16/03/2021
7-9
23/03/2021 Why the Emu Can’t Fly
30/03/2021
Classroom activities are available online to ED! Serial Reading subscriber teachers.

TEACHING METHODS
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should
be adapted for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not created as printable worksheets; instead
they are designed so that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled
reading or writing activities, or can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches
should be used for the benefit of your students’ learning needs.

OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their
ability to comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies
support the reading processes of:






using visual information to make meaning
activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge
retrieving information
interpreting texts
reflecting and creating personal knowledge.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Character

The characters are the magnet that attracts readers to a story. By getting to know and understand the characters,

Setting

The setting refers to the time(s) and location(s) where the story takes place, and provides the backdrop for the
story.

Mood

The mood is the ‘atmosphere’ of the story, and how it evokes certain feelings or emotions through words and
descriptions.

Point of view

Point of view in fiction determines whose eyes the reader experiences the story through.
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ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED!
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during
school terms.
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that
week’s feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be
downloaded for free from our website every Monday afternoon by visiting:


https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/

Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! topics, and stories for ED! Serial Reading program.
For more information, visit mediaeducation.com.au

Join the Seven West Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation.
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through
completing the activities, students develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news
stories. Media Education encourages students to be citizens who are informed on global issues, considering
multiple perspectives before generating their own ideas and opinions.
https://mediaeducation.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/7Wmediaeducation/
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS
ED! Magazine’s Serial Reading program fosters an enjoyment of reading while developing an understanding of the
ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.
The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities.

WA Curriculum: English v8.1
AIM: To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop
an informed appreciation of literature.
Strand

Sub-strand

Language

Language for interaction

Text structure and
organisation


Expressing and developing
ideas

Literature and context

Literature

Responding to literature

Examining literature

Creating literature

Texts in context

Interacting with others

Literacy

Knowledge and understanding
Language for interaction

How language used for different formal and informal social interactions is influenced by
the purpose and audience
Evaluative language

How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative judgments about people,
places, things and texts
Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts

How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of texts vary
according to the text purpose
Text cohesion

Interpreting, analysing,
evaluating

How texts work as cohesive wholes through language features that link parts of the text
together
Visual language

How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in conjunction with other
elements such as print and sound
Vocabulary

Meanings of words, including every day and specialist meanings, and how words take
their meanings from the context of the text
Literature and context

How texts reflect the context of the culture and situation in which they are created
Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts

An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in literary texts, including
relating texts to their own experiences
Expressing preferences and evaluating texts

Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, and identifying the
features of texts that influence personal preference
Features of literary texts

The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a literary work, such as
plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme
Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language

Language devices that authors use and how these create meanings and effects in literary
texts
Creating literary texts

Creating their own literary texts based on ideas, features and structures of texts
experienced
Texts and the contexts in which they are used

How texts relate to their contexts and reflect the society and culture in which they were
created
Listening and speaking interactions

Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and speaking
interactions

Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions
Purpose and audience

Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts
Reading processes

Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic
knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, monitoring, cross-checking, selfcorrecting, skimming and scanning
Comprehension strategies

Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and inferential meaning

The traditional teaching stories from the Badudu Stories and Bawoo Stories collections by May O’Brien support
teachers in incorporating the cross-curriculum priority: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures.
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TEACHING POINTS
Below is a simplified list of the main activities to assist your planning, with white boxes indicating activities available
each week. These teaching points are a ‘plain language’ interpretation of the WA Curriculum in the context of this
program. They present a guideline for linking the activities to the WA Curriculum. It is not expected that any class would

Notes

Teaching Points

(Instruction method, resources, reflection, etc.)

Languag
e

1

Language

Literacy

Literature

Narrative structure
Theme
Mood
Setting
Character
Point of view
Making connections
Personal response
Evaluating
Creative response
Comprehension
Inferring
Visual literacy
Making predictions

complete all the activities each week, rather that you will select the activities best suited to your students and
outcomes. A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your students’ learning needs.

2

Language focus: action verbs
Language focus: bilingual texts
Language focus: onomatopoeia
Language focus: adjectives
Understanding narrative structure
Identifying themes in a text
Identifying how the author has created mood in the text
Understanding how setting influences a text
Making predictions about a setting
Demonstrating understanding of characters
Understanding how point of view influences a text
Making connections to own experiences
Accessing prior knowledge
Responding to ideas and themes in a text
Sharing a personal opinion of a text
Creating texts inspired by ideas from a text
Demonstrating understanding of a text
Reading deeper
Understanding how images influence understanding of a text
Engaging in active reading
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BEFORE READING

Bawoo Stories and Badudu Stories by May O’Brien
Published by Fremantle Press

Before reading
Genre

‘Teaching stories’ contain cultural values and lessons that are believed important to pass down to the next
generation. Teaching stories include one or more lessons on topics like how to behave, staying safe and how to
interact with the environment.



Are you familiar with any teaching stories from your culture? If so, what are the lessons of the stories
you know?
Do you think it’s important for people to learn stories from cultures other than their own? Why/why
not?

Making predictions

Read the titles of the stories in this series and place a tick next to the story you are most looking forward to
reading:






What do you Say?
Barn-Barn Barlala, the Bush Trickster
How Crows Became Black
The Kangaroos Who Wanted to be People
Why the Emu Can’t Fly


I chose this story because…

About the author

Find out more about May O’Brien in a special story to be published in ED! on February 2nd.
May passed away in 2020. Her family representatives have requested that she be called ‘Aunty May’ as a sign of
respect.
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WEEK 1

Bawoo Stories and Badudu Stories by May O’Brien

February 2, 2021

Before reading
Making predictions (Engaging in active reading)

Look at the image accompanying this week’s story and make a prediction about the story.
Describe the image:
I think this chapter will be about…
I think this because…

After reading
Comprehension (Demonstrating understanding of a text)

Demonstrate your understanding of the text by answering the following questions.
Question
Why does Laurel think Buruwan
has to stay after class?
Why did Mrs Jones give
Buruwan a gift?
What did Mrs Jones want from
Buruwan?
Who helped Buruwan
understand what happened?
What do Wongutha people
expect if they give something?

Answer

Evidence

Setting (Understanding how setting influences a text)

The author has set this story in a setting that is familiar to most children. Write a short answer response to the
question:
 Do you think people like reading stories with familiar settings? Why/Why not?

Inferring (Reading deeper)

What are three things that the teacher incorrectly assumes Buruwan has understood?
1.
2.
3.
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Language (Language focus: action verbs)

The author has used specific action verbs that inform the reader not only what a character is doing, but also how.
Specific, interesting verbs help bring a story alive. Complete the table to understand why the author has chosen
the specific verbs.
Sentence

Verb

With one foot forward she lunged at the
pencil case.
‘Why do I have to stay in today?’ she
muttered to the boy next to her.
‘They all started to laugh and bellow at
the top of their voices.’
‘Buruwan is crying.’ The chant echoed
loudly.
I wanted that pencil case more than
anything,’ she gulped between her tears.
‘Because I want to,’ snapped back
Buruwan.

lunged

What does this tell me about the character
or situation?
The word ‘lunged’ suggests Buruwan was
getting desperate and frustrated.

Personal response (Responding to ideas and themes in a text)
Discuss with a partner or small group:






What do you think Miss Jones could have done to be more sensitive to Buruwan’s needs?
What do you think Buruwan should do at the end of the story?
Do you think Miss Jones will give Buruwan the pencil case?
What lesson do you think kids can take from this story?
What lesson do you think adults and teachers can take from this story?

Making connections (Making connections to own experiences)

Buruwan uses visual clues to help her understand Miss Jones, such as watching the teacher’s facial expressions
and body language. Write a recount about a time you have had to rely on visual clues to understand what was
going on. If you can’t think of a real experience, you can imagine a scenario to write about.

Extension activity
This story is set in Mount Margaret, where Aunty May was educated and later worked as a teacher. Research
the Mount Margaret Mission and create a timeline of key events.
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WEEK 2

Bawoo Stories and Badudu Stories by May O’Brien

February 9, 2021

Before reading
Making predictions (Engaging in active reading)

Based on the title and images, make three predictions about this story.
1.
2.
3.

After reading
Comprehension (Demonstrating understanding of a text)

Barn-Barn Barlala is a Crested Bellbird, a bird that is known for its beautiful musical call, and for being able to
‘throw’ its voice like a ventriloquist. Highlight information in the story that shows Barn Barn Barlala is a Crested
Bellbird.

Language (Language focus: bilingual texts)

Some words and phrases in this story are written in Wongutha. Use the pronunciation guide to practice saying
them out loud with a partner.

Language (Language focus: onomatopoeia)

Onomatopoeic words imitate the sound they represent. Search online to listen to the call of the Crested Bellbird
(Oreoica gutteralis), and try to represent the sound they make using onomatopoeia (ie: ‘coo-coo’ or ‘hak-a-a’).

Language (Language focus: adjectives)

Adjectives are words that describe nouns (people, places and things). Search the text to discover what these
adjectives describe in the story.
ripe ____________

noisy ____________

tired ___________

sweet ____________

new ____________

beautiful ____________

clever ____________

broken ____________

tricky ____________

Theme (Identifying themes in a text)

Place a tick next to the lessons you think this story can teach children:




Do not trust birds.
Do not wander off into the bush.
Always carry a map.





Do not eat wild berries.
Listen to the advice of elders.
Pay attention to your surroundings.

Setting (Making prediction about a setting)

The children wake up lost and alone in unfamiliar bush. Make predictions to describe what the children would
see, hear, smell and feel.
see

hear

smell

feel
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Point of view (Understanding how point of view influences a text)

Barn-Barn Barlala is told from the third person point of view. This means the narrator, the person telling the
story, is not a part of the story. The story is also told in the past tense, meaning the events have already
happened.



Why do you think this story is told from the third person point of view?
Why do you think this story is told using the past tense?

Visual literacy (Understanding how images influence understanding of a text)

Illustrations can help the reader understand the story, provide details that aren’t in the written text, and help set
the mood of the story. Discuss the following questions with a partner or small group:



Is there any information we can learn from the illustrations that isn’t in the written text?
Do you think the colours and style used in the illustrations suit the story? Why/why not?

Creative response (Creating texts inspired by ideas from a text)

Use the idea of a ‘bush trickster’ to come up with a short story of your own. Make sure your story has an
introduction, a complication and a resolution.

Making connections (Accessing prior knowledge)

Barn Barn Barlala throws its call to confuse the children.



How do you think this ability would be useful to a bird?
Can you think of any other animals that have adaptations designed to confuse? (Think of colour,
markings, shape, etc.)

Evaluating (Sharing a personal opinion of a text)

Express your opinion of the story with a mini book review.
Title and author
One-sentence summary
Highlight
Rating

Recommended for…

(colour the number of stars)

Extension activity
Search online to find information about the Crested Bellbird (Oreoica-gutteralis) and create a fact sheet. You
could include a description of the bird, habitat, diet, conservation status, distribution, etc.
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