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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

About the book 
 
Bert Facey saw himself as an ordinary man, but his remarkable story reveals an extraordinary 
life lived to the full. Bert Facey was a battler, ever optimistic and hopeful despite the 
hardships of his life. A true classic of Australian literature, his simply written autobiography is 
an inspiration. This edition has been specially adapted for young readers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

About the author 
 
A.B. Facey was born in 1894 and grew up on the Kalgoorlie goldfields and in the wheat-belt of Western Australia. His father 
died before he was two and he was deserted by his mother soon afterwards. He was looked after by his grandmother until he 
was eight years old, when he went out to work.  

His many jobs included droving, hammering spikes on the railway line from Merredin to Wickepin and boxing in a travelling 
troupe. He was in the Eleventh Battalion at the Gallipoli landing; after the war, he became a farmer under the Soldier 
Settlement Scheme but was forced off the land during the Depression. He joined the tramways and was active in the 
Tramways Union.  

A.B. Facey, who had no formal education, taught himself to read and write. He made the first notes on his life soon after 
World War I, and filled notebooks with his accounts of his experiences. Finally, on his children’s urging, he submitted the 
hand-written manuscript to the Press. He died in 1982, nine months after A Fortunate Life had been published to wide 
acclaim. 
 

FREMANTLE PRESS 
 
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press. 
 
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/ 
 

 
 
 

AUTHOR VISITS 
 
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.  
 
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author  
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au 
 
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation. 
  

http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/
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SERIAL READING PROGRAM 
 
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian on Tuesdays during Term 2 you will find an abridged instalment from the book A 
Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey. 
 
The activities associated with this serialised version of the book are available online to ED! Serial Reading subscriber teachers.  
 

TEACHING METHODS 
 
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should be adapted 
for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not created as printable worksheets; instead they are designed so 
that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled reading or writing activities, or 
can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your 
students’ learning needs.  
 

OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their ability to 
comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.  
 
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies support the 
reading processes of: 
 

 using visual information to make meaning 

 activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge  

 retrieving information  

 interpreting texts  

 reflecting and creating personal knowledge.  

 
 

  



 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 

Character  
The characters are the magnet that attracts readers to a story. By getting to know and understand the character, students 
are able to relate their own personalities, traits and experiences to those of the character.  
 
The main characters are the most important channel through which the reader interacts with the story. 

 Examine the character’s actions, feelings, thoughts, likes and dislikes to learn about and understand the character’s 
personality. 

 Express understanding of a character through language-building activities. 

 Develop a deeper understanding of a character. 

 Infer traits, thoughts, feelings, values and motivation of a character. 
 

Plot   
The plot is the literary element that hooks readers and keeps them interested. It consists of an initial conflict, a series of 
related events and a logical conclusion to the problem. It includes what happened in the story and why. 
 
A well-developed plot establishes and builds complications around a major conflict. As the plot progresses towards its 
resolution it involves turning points that may result in setbacks, challenges, disappointments, discoveries or success for the 
main characters. 
 
The climax, usually the most exciting event in the story, is reached when a character has to choose a way to settle the initial 
conflict. A resolution is reached and the problem is solved. The story ends by summing up how the characters feel and what 
they do now the conflict is resolved. 

 

  



 

 

ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED! 
 
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during school terms.  
 
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that week’s 
feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be downloaded for free from 
our website every Monday afternoon by visiting:  

 https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/  
 
Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! topics, and stories for ED! Serial Reading program. 
 
For more information, visit mediaeducation.com.au or phone 9482 3717 
 

 
 
 

Join the Seven West Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation. 
 
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through 
completing the activities, students will develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news stories. 
Media Education encourages students to be informed citizens of global issues, considering multiple perspectives before 
generating their own ideas and opinions. 
 
https://mediaeducation.com.au 
 
https://www.facebook.com/7Wmediaeducation/ 

 
  

https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/
https://mediaeducation.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/7Wmediaeducation/


 

 

WA CURRICULUM LINKS  
 

The purpose of The West Australian ED! Magazine Serial Reading program is to foster an enjoyment of reading while 
developing an understanding of the ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.  
 

The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities. 
 

WA Curriculum: English v8.1 
 

AIM:  To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of literature. 
 

Strand Sub-strand Knowledge and understanding 

La
n

gu
ag

e
 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 

 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions is 
influenced by the purpose and audience 

Evaluative language 

 How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative judgments about 
people, places, things and texts 

Text structure and 
organisation  

Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts 

 How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of texts vary 
according to the text purpose 

Text cohesion 

 How texts work as cohesive wholes through language features that link parts of 

the text together 

Expressing and developing 
ideas 

Visual language 

 How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in conjunction 
with other elements such as print and sound 

Vocabulary 

 Meanings of words, including every day and specialist meanings, and how words 
take their meanings from the context of the text 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Literature and context Literature and context 

 How texts reflect the context of the culture and situation in which they are 
created 

Responding to literature Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts  

 An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in literary texts, 
including relating texts to their own experiences  

Expressing preferences and evaluating texts 

 Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, and 
identifying the features of texts that influence personal preference 

Examining literature Features of literary texts  

 The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a literary work, 
such as plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme  

Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language  

 Language devices that authors use and how these create meanings and effects in 
literary texts 

Creating literature Creating literary texts 

 Creating their own literary texts based on ideas, features and structures of texts 

experienced 

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Texts in context Texts and the contexts in which they are used 

 How texts relate to their contexts and reflect the society and culture in which 

they were created 

Interacting with others Listening and speaking interactions  

 Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and speaking 
interactions 

 Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions 

Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

Purpose and audience 

 Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts  
Reading processes  

 Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and 
phonic knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, monitoring, cross-
checking, self-correcting, skimming and scanning 

Comprehension strategies  

 Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and inferential 
meaning 



 

 

WA Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences 
 

AIM :  To develop in students a knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of the past and the forces that shape society. 
 
 

Strand Sub-strand Knowledge and understanding 

C
iv

ic
s 

an
d

 

C
it

iz
e

n
sh

ip
 Roles, responsibilities and 

participation  
 

 Why people work in groups to achieve their aims and functions, and exercise 

influence, such as volunteers who work in community groups 

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

s 

an
d

 B
u

si
n

e
ss

 Wants, resources and 
choices 
 

 The difference between needs and wants, and how they may differ between 

individuals  

 Due to scarcity, choices need to be made about how limited resources are used 

(e.g. using the land to grow crops or to graze cattle)  

G
e

o
gr

ap
h

y 

Places are both similar and 
different 
 

 The location of Australian states, territories, capital cities and major regional 
centres of Western Australia  

 The similarities and differences between places in terms of their type of 
settlement, the diversity of people (e.g. age, birthplace, language, family 
composition), the lives of the people who live there, and feelings and 
perceptions about places 

Factors that shape the 
environmental 
characteristics of places 
 

 The way people alter the environmental characteristics of Australian places (e.g. 
vegetation clearance, fencing, urban development, drainage, irrigation, farming, 
forest plantations, mining)  

 Features of environments  (e.g. climate, landforms, vegetation) influence human 
activities and the built features of places 

H
is

to
ry

 

Community and 
remembrance 
 

 One important example of change and one important example of continuity over 
time in the local community, region or state/territory (e.g. in relation to the 
areas of transport, work, education, natural and built environments, 
entertainment, daily life) 

The Australian Colonies 
 

 The patterns of colonial development and settlement (e.g. geographical features, 
climate, water resources, transport, discovery of gold) and how this impacted 
upon the environment (e.g. introduced species) and the daily lives of the 
different inhabitants (e.g. convicts, free settlers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples)  

 The economic, social and political impact of one significant development or 
event on a colony and the potential outcomes created by ‘what if …?’ scenarios   

 The contribution or significance of one individual or group in shaping the Swan 
River Colony, including their motivations and actions  
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 TEACHING POINTS 
Below is a simplified list of the main activities to assist your planning, with white boxes indicating activities available each week. 
These teaching points are a ‘plain language’ interpretation of the WA Curriculum in the context of this program. They present a 
guideline for linking the activities to the WA Curriculum. It is not expected that any class would complete all the activities each 

week, rather that you will select the activities best suited to your students and outcomes.  A variety of approaches should be used 
for the benefit of your students’ learning needs.  

 

  

Teaching Points 

Notes 
(Instruction method, resources, reflection, etc.) 

1 2 3  

La
n

g

u
ag

e
 

Language 

Exploring new vocabulary     

Analysing word choices      

Understanding language in a historical context     

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Narrative structure Narrative structure: introduction     

Theme 

Predicting themes in a text      

Exploring themes in a text     

Identifying mood in a text     

Setting 

Analysing the significance of setting in a story     

Understanding the context of locations in a text     

Using symbols, imagery and language to describe setting     

Identifying language used to describe setting     

Character Evaluating characters      

Genre 
Exploring features of a genre     

Expressing personal opinion of a genre      

Point of view Understanding how point of view influences a text     

Making connections 
Accessing prior knowledge      

Making connections to own experiences     

Personal response Responding to ideas and themes in a text      

Creative response Creating texts     

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Comprehension Demonstrating understanding of a text     

Inferring Reading deeper     

Predicting Engaging in active reading     

Reviewing Engaging in active reading     

Editing 
Identifying and correcting mistakes     

Identifying and correcting mistakes: punctuation     
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BEFORE READING 
 
 

 
 
 

A Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey  
Published by Fremantle Press 
The first two instalments are in ED! Magazine on May 5. 
 

Before reading 
Making connections (Accessing prior knowledge) 
The events of this serialised version of the novel occur between 1984 and 1907. Create a K - W - L chart with the 
knowledge you already have of this time period in Western Australia’s history.  
  

Genre (Exploring features of a genre) 
A Fortunate Life is an autobiography. Make a list of the features you would expect in an autobiography. 
Consider point of view, language, tense, order/plot, etc.  
 

Theme (Predicting themes in a text) 
Based on what you already know about the early settlement of Western Australia, what do you predict will be 
themes in this novel? Make a class list.   
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WEEK 1 
A Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey                       May 5, 2020 
PLEASE NOTE: Chapters for both weeks 1 & 2 will be both published on May 5 due to the changes in arrangements for 
school related to COVID-19. 
 

After reading 
Comprehension (Demonstrating understanding of a text) 
Demonstrate your understanding of the text.  
 

Literal 

How long ago was Bert Facey born? (Hint: subtract the year he was born from the 
current year.) 

Where was the family’s final destination when they left Victoria in 1899? 

Inferential 

Do you think people would have travelled frequently in the 1890s? Why/Why not? 

Do you think the family were well educated? Why/Why not? 

Evaluative 

Choose three words or phrases to describe Bert’s Grandma.  

How do you think Grandma felt when she arrived at the wharf in Fremantle? 

Applied/creative 
Draw a picture of the family and their luggage arriving at the wharf in Fremantle. 

 
Language (Exploring new vocabulary) 
Locate these words in the story and use the context to predict the meaning, then check online.  
 

Word Prediction Definition 

ordeal   

tramp steamer   

steerage   

trunks   

spring-cart   

 
 

Point of view (Understanding how point of view influences a text) 
An autobiography is told from the first person point of view. What are the advantages and disadvantages of first 
person point of view?  
 

Advantages Disadvantages  

  
 

Personal response (Responding to ideas and themes in a text) 
Bert’s mother leaves him and some of his siblings in Barker’s Creek with their grandparents when she moves to 
WA with her oldest sons. What does this suggest to you about life and family in this era?  
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WEEK 2 
A Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey                       May 5, 2020 
PLEASE NOTE: Chapters for both weeks 1 & 2 will be both published on May 5 due to the changes in arrangements for 
school related to COVID-19. 
 

Before reading 
Reviewing (Engaging in active reading) 
Summarise the main events of chapter one in three sentences.  
 

After reading 
Comprehension (Demonstrating understanding of a text) 
Demonstrate your understanding of the story by agreeing or disagreeing with the statements in the table.  

 
Statement Agree/Disagree Evidence from the text 

Aunt Alice looked after the 
children well. 

  

Life in Kalgoorlie was difficult.   

Uncle Archie was a good man.   

The government was 
encouraging people to build 
farms. 

  

 
Setting (Using symbols, imagery and language to describe setting)  
Read the description of Aunt Alice’s home, then draw a picture according to the description. 
 

Language (Analysing word choices) 
A.B. Facey has used simple language without a lot of description or figurative language (similes, personification, 
etc.) Complete a think – pair – share with your thoughts on why you think this is. 

 
Think 

By myself 
Pair 

Discuss with a partner 
Share 

In a group 

  
 
 

 
Language (Exploring new vocabulary) 
This chapter uses some words you may not have heard before or may not know the meaning of. Use context or a 
dictionary to find the meaning of the word, then use it in a new sentence. 

 
Word Meaning Sentence 

condenser   

bore   

prospector   

sieve   

homestead   
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Making connections (Making connections to own experiences) 
The life of a child in Bert’s time is most likely very different to your life. Compare and contrast your lives in the 
Venn diagram. 

 
Personal response (Responding to ideas and themes in a text) 
Discuss with a partner:  
 

 What do you think would have been the best part of life in Kalgoorlie in 1900? 

 What do you think would have been the worst part of life in Kalgoorlie in 1900? 
 

Creative response (Creating texts) 
Write a poem about life in the Goldfields at the turn of the century. 
 

What do you think will happen in the next chapter?   
 

  

Bert’s life My life 
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WEEK 3 
A Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey            May 12, 2020 
 

Before reading 
Reviewing (Engaging in active reading) 
Summarise the story so far using 50 words or less. 
 

          

          

          

          

          

 
Predicting (Engaging in active reading) 
The title of this chapter is Uncle’s ‘dream land’. Why do you think there are quotation marks around the phrase 
dream land?  
 

After reading 
 

Language (Understanding language in a historical context) 
In chapters two and three Bert refers to units of measurement that aren’t commonly used today. Add these terms 
to the table below.  
 

Length/distance Money Volume Weight 

feet 
 

   

 

Character (Evaluating characters)  
In this chapter we learn more about Grandma. Examine her character traits in the table. 
 

Trait Evidence Like myself 
Like someone I 

know 
Like a character 

from another text 

Brave 
She kills the 
snake. 

Yes My mother Hermione Granger 

     

     

     

 
Making connections (Accessing prior knowledge) 
The family buy food from the shop and catch kangaroos to eat. Make a list of other ways the family might be able 
to get food to eat. 
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
 

After finishing the story, extend your students’ learning with some of the following activities: 
 

 Choose an event from the book as inspiration for an original short story. Remember to include an 
introduction, complication and resolution.  

 Working in groups, create a play script for a section of the story. Include stage directions, 
costumes and props. Perform the play for your classmates. 

 Design a poster advertising the novel A Fortunate Life for display in a library or bookshop.  
 

 
 


