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Do you know what happens to your waste after you put it
in the bin? What role do businesses play in making your
community more sustainable? Knowledge is power, and having
the information to make sustainable choices is paramount.

Discover how WA manages waste, what government initiatives
are being introduced and why it matters what we buy and how
we travel in the second of our three-part Going green series.
With 2.7 million West Australians working together we can
become a sustainable State.

Going green: sustainability
Part 2: Sustainable community

Together we can… be a more sustainable State.

Around the world individuals and governments are
taking steps towards a more sustainable future. But
what about closer to home?

A greener community

Communities working together save a lot of
items from going to landfill unnecessarily. Sharing
resources also brings communities closer together...
win-win!

• ShareWaste finds people who compost, have worm
farms or chickens, who can use others’ food scraps
- saving them from landfill.

• Repair cafes allow people to borrow tools and get help to fix their damaged everyday
items, such as clothes, bikes and furniture.

• Social media ‘pay it forward’ and ‘buy nothing’ groups connect people with unwanted
items to others who want them. Items are given for free, loaned or swapped.

Community effort

Giving away is moresustainable than throwing away
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Think of three items that you don’t use that someone else
might like.

After you’ve had a go at the activities, check out the answers at
mediaeducation.com.au/students to see how well you did!



Trash or treasure?
The average WA household produces 27kg
of waste weekly. That’s a similar weight to a
small German Shepherd! It’s important not to
automatically send it all to landfill. Get greener by
learning how you can turn trash into treasure in
your local community.

Rewards for recycling
Drink containers make up 44% of WA’s litter (by
volume), with West Australians using 1.3 billion of
them each year. Starting in June, the ‘Containers for
change’ scheme will encourage West Australians to
collect their used beverage containers and return
them for a refund.

For each eligible container returned a 10c refund will
be given which can be kept or donated to a school,
community group or charity of your choice. Other
states already running similar schemes have seen
an increase in recycling and a reduction in littering of
drink containers.

Can it be recycled?
As of November 2019, all Perth metro councils follow the same
rules about what can and can’t go in household recycling bins.
Having clear and consistent guidelines will make recycling
easier and hopefully increase recycling rates. When incorrect
items are included it can contaminate the whole load of
recyclables, making them useless and they are sent to landfill.
It is important to learn how to recycle correctly so check out
the new rules at recycleright.wa.gov.au

Recycling in WA
Council trucks collect household
recycling and take it for sorting at
a Material Recovery Facility (MRF).
Recyclables are sorted by machines
using conveyor belts, ballistic separators,
glass crushers, magnets, blowers and
optical systems, along with human
workers. Some MRFs offer public tours,
so you can see them in action.

Next week
Part 3: Sustainable mePart 2: Sustainable communityGoing green: sustainability

Visit youtube.com and search ‘MRF Recycle Right SMRC’ to see a video of
a MRF operating in Canning Vale, WA. After watching, write an interesting fact
about MRFs in the space below.
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points across the State. Once the scheme
begins you can find locations near you at
containersforchange.com.au/wa

Remember: All recyclables must be clean and empty and put
into the bin loose (not in a plastic bag).

Tick the items that can go in household recycling bins.
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aluminium cans

steel cans

plastic bags

glass

cardboard

batteries

some plastic containers

aerosol cans

paper

bottle lids
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reducing greenhouse gas emissions. However, it does
cost more to run a three bin system. What would you
say to convince adults that it is worth the extra cost?

Some WA councils have introduced a
three-bin system for household waste:

• Yellow-lid = Recycling
Recyclables are sent to a MRF for processing

• Light green-lid = Food organics and garden organics (FOGO)
or garden organics (GO)
Garden clippings and kitchen
scraps are sent for composting

• Red-lid = General rubbish
Contents are sent to landfill

Is FOGO the future?



Wetland warriors

Businesses taking responsibility
Consider the lifecycle of a ball-point pen. New resources are used to create the pen, someone buys and 
uses it, then is responsible for disposing of it. This ‘take, make, dispose’ method of production uses a lot of 
resources which end up going to landfill. Luckily there is a better way. 
Closed-loop production uses recycled materials to make a product, someone buys and uses it, then returns 
the product for recycling. This provides resources to make another product and the cycle continues. This 
method reduces the demand for new resources and creates less waste. Today more companies are using 
recycled materials and taking responsibility for the waste they produce by assisting customers to recycle 
their products. 
While some companies directly collect their waste in store, others fund a third party, like TerraCycle and 
REDcycle, to collect and recycle their products for them. You can help close the loop by purchasing 
recycled products and collecting and returning hard-to-recycle items that you use at home and school.

REDcycle collects soft plastics, like chip packets and plastic bags, 
and has collection bins at many supermarkets.TerraCycle collects a 
wide range of products.

Visit terracyclemap.com and enter your suburb to find out where 
your closest community collection point is for the commonly used 
items listed in the table (right). If there is one close by, ask an adult if 
you can start collecting at home or school.  
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Water is essential for all life on Earth, so ensuring we have a continuous supply of 
fresh water is important. Treating our water to make it safe for drinking, implementing 
laws to protect our waterways and finding sustainable solutions to manage waste is 
up to governments, scientists and businesses. However, there are also hundreds of 
not-for-profit organisations and volunteer ‘friends of the environment’ groups – such 
as River Guardians, Claisebrook Catchment Group and Canning River Regional Park 
Volunteers – that work to protect our rivers and waterways.

Some activities these groups run are listed below. Rank the tasks in 
order to show what you would be willing to do if you volunteered.
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Visit millenniumkids.com.au to read about their current 
projects and find out how you can get involved.

What age groups can get involved with Millennium Kids?
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Oral care: 
eg. toothbrushes, 
toothpaste tubes and 
floss containers

Writing materials: 
eg. pens, markers, 
highlighters

Waste type My closest collection point

Pull out invasive, introduced weeds

Pick up rubbish before it gets in the water

Plant native seedlings to prevent erosion

Hand out educational fliers about water pollution at a community fair

Test the water quality and send the results to the council or water authority

Organise a fundraising activity to support a water conservation project

Out with the old
Some manufacturers plan for their product to 
become ‘obsolete’ (no longer working or not ‘cool’ 
to own anymore) after a certain amount of time. 
Companies make more money when customers 
keep buying the latest model, but a lot of waste 
is created when products are regularly replaced. 
Fashion and electronics (like game consoles and 
mobile phones) are two industries that regularly 
push customers to buy the latest version.

It is more sustainable for companies to make long-lasting products as 
customers would replace them less often. How could a company still 
make money if customers are not regularly buying from them?
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Community volunteers
Both adults and children can volunteer their time, skills and knowledge to assist sustainability in their community. With different groups focusing on 
plants, animals, waste management and water quality, just to name a few, there is bound to be a group to suit you.

Future leaders
Based in WA, Millennium Kids Inc is a not-for-profit 
organisation empowering young people to take 
action on environmental and sustainability issues 
in their community. Kids lead the discussions and 
it is their ideas that, with the help of adult mentors, 
are turned into real projects they undertake in their 
local community. Since it began in 1996, Millennium 
Kids has implemented 
hundreds of environmental 
and sustainability projects 
around the world focusing 
on water, plants, animals, 
energy, waste, air, transport 
and other global issues.

Millennium Kids volunteers helping to 

clean up the banks of the Swan River

When we buy a product we are telling the company that we like what 
they’re selling and how they produce it. Vote with your dollar – if you 
want companies to use recycled materials in their products, try to only 
buy recycled products. 

Purchasing power



D
is

c
o
ve

r

Green energy is created by plentiful
and renewable sources such as
solar, wind, hydro or tidal power.
These sources can be used to
generate energy without creating
carbon emissions. Fortunately, our
State has a lot of potential to run on
green energy, and is already home
to some successful energy projects,
such as wind and solar energy farms.

Power up

Electric vehicles

mediaeducation.com.au
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Part 3: Sustainable me. Small actions made by many people add up – what you do matters!

Next week

Many of the ‘green’ ideas that seem improbable today will become
reality in the future as we work to create innovative solutions to
today’s challenges. Solar powered cars might seem like science
fiction, but you could be driving one before you know it. The
Synergy Schools Solar Challenge, developed in partnership with the
Science Teachers’ Association of WA (STAWA), gives Year 6 and 8
students across WA the opportunity to build a model solar powered
car to race against neighbouring schools. Not only will these
students be having a lot of fun, they’ll also be developing essential
STEM skills like problem solving, critical thinking and teamwork.
Ready, steady, go!

If you want your school to be involved in 2021, register your
interest at www.solarchallenge.net.au

STEM skills the key to a greener future

Kwinana Waste to Energy (WA) – thermally
treat solid waste to produce steam for
generating electricity

Residential Heat Pump Study (NSW)
– measure the cost benefits of using ground
power to heat and cool homes

Garden Island Microgrid (WA) – use the ocean
to produce both power and desalinated water

Advanced Compressed Air Energy Storage
(SA) – improve the way that energy created by
moving water is preserved for later use

Synergy and Western Power’s PowerBank
trial (WA)) – use community batteries to store
excess green energy generated so it can be used
later, rather than wasted

Project aim Energy type

Geothermal

Tidal energy

Hydropower

Solar energy

Bioenergy

Wind power
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Around Australia there are currently many exciting renewable
energy initiatives, including the examples below:

Match the project and its aim to the type of energy it utilises.

Green energy projects

Wind is WA’s most widely used renewable energy source. Synergy, the
State’s main energy provider, has invested in seven wind farms, which
together generate enough electricity to power about 140,000 homes.
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Fund allow the winning not-for-profit organisations in WA to
reduce their power bill, meaning more money can be spent on
helping the community.
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they have been chosen?

The wind farms are located in Albany, Hopetoun, Bremer
Bay, Denham, Esperance, Coral Bay and Kalbarri.

New technology is making cars more efficient and environmentally-
friendly. Some new cars automatically turn off while waiting at the
lights, and being made with lighter materials means they use less
fuel to run. Hybrid cars use a combination of an electric battery and
a petrol engine, and electric battery cars run on electricity alone.
Both types produce less greenhouse gas emissions than petrol cars.
Several countries, such as Denmark, South Korea and Ireland have
committed to ban the sale of petrol powered cars within the next
ten years.

One of the major barriers to the use of electric cars in Australia is the
initial cost and perceived lack of charging stations (known as ‘range
anxiety’). The Electric
Vehicle Charging Network
project is working on
construction of ultra-quick
charging stations along
major driving routes in
and around Perth and the
east coast. However, using
electric cars might still be
problematic if going into
remote areas.
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find the blog post ‘The best spots to charge your electric vehicle in
Perth’. Are there many charging stations near your home or school?
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