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SDERA is proudly funded by the Department of Education WA, the Mental Health Commission and the Road Safety Commission via the Road Trauma Trust 
Account. SDERA’s services are supported by the Department of Education WA, Catholic Education WA and the Association of Independent Schools WA.

HELP YOUR STUDENTS
MAKE SAFER
CHOICES 

For 20 years, WA schools have trusted SDERA’s alcohol, drug and 
road safety education resources and programs for students of all ages.  

We take a resilience-building approach so students have the skills they need to confi dently 
manage situations where their safety may be at risk.

We offer:

 Free professional learning for graduates to school leaders and 
payment towards teacher relief.

 Classroom-ready resources mapped to the WA curriculum.

 Student workbooks and online activities.

 Funding and support for whole school drug and road safety approaches.

 Assistance in policy and guideline development.

 Parent information sessions.

 Consultants who can come to your school or answer 
questions over the phone.

Visit SDERA.wa.edu.au to fi nd out more.
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HELP YOUR CLASS 

ESCAPE
THE EVERYDAY

Bring history to life for your students on an 
educational tour of Fremantle Prison.

Choose between a fascinating Convict History Tour, 
entertaining Prison Tour, underground 

Tunnels Tour or spooky Torchlight Tour. 

ONLINE RESOURCES
Our free online teacher and student resources are 
custom designed for studies of convict history.

(08) 9336 9210 II groups@fremantleprison.com.au
www.fremantleprison.com.au

BOOKINGS

Make a WA Day assembly part 
of your school celebrations
WA schools are being urged to add a new tradition to the Term 2 calendar: a WA Day 
assembly similar to the significant and traditional Anzac Day assemblies.

Since formally changing from Foundation Day to 
WA Day in 2012, the annual State day has become 
more inclusive of all West Australians. WA Day 
now acknowledges the histories, diverse cultures 
and contributions made by Aboriginal people to 
Western Australia, as well as the people from all 
over the world who call WA home.

Each year the first Monday in June is marked by 
a myriad of celebrations across the State. This 
year’s date is Monday, June 3, and it is suggested 
WA Day school assemblies be held on the Friday 
before the long-weekend (May 31).

“A WA Day assembly not only teaches our children 
about the contribution of Aboriginal people to 
our history and culture, it unites us all,’’ Education 
Department Executive Director Statewide Services 
Martin Clery says. “It allows schools to promote 
good citizenship, showcasing how every one of us 
can make a positive impact on our community.’’

Schools might invite guest speakers, feature  
WA-themed musical performances and readings 
based on life in WA and what it means to be a 
good citizen.

“WA is the first and only state to celebrate a 
state day,’’ Celebrate WA spokesperson Leanne 
Drewitt says. “With the passing of the WA Day Bill, 
Aboriginal people were recognised as the original 
inhabitants and traditional custodians of Western 
Australia for the first time in legislation. It is an 
incredible achievement and something that will go 
down in history. It is a must for schools to teach, 
embrace and celebrate everything about this day.’’ 

Teachers can download WA Day  
certificates of appreciation at  
www.celebratewa.com.au/certificates/  
and find other classroom resources at  
celebratewa.com.au/schools-toolkit/

Students can be awarded a WA Day Certificate of 
Appreciation at a WA Day whole-school assembly.  



$3 
BARISTA 
COFFEE

CODE: TEACHER

Staff Special

Valid at The Foodary stores until 31/12/2019

The Foodary is looking after our WA educators with discounted barista coffee. 
Simply mention the code word to redeem the offer.

CODING_ APPS // ROBOTICS  +

DIGITAL LITERACY

- School Incursions

- Co- curricular Activities

- After- school Clubs 

- Professional Learning

Get started at 

Unlocking the past 
DOES incarcerating criminals really turn 
them into better citizens? How can an 
innocent person be sentenced to jail? Why 
was capital punishment abolished in WA?

All of these questions – and more – about justice, 
society, human rights and our convict past are 
open for contemplation when students step 
behind the imposing walls of Fremantle Prison. 

The convict-built world heritage site that caged 
thousands of men over 136 years, from early 
European arrivals until 1991, has been preserved 
to educate visitors, young and old, about a dark 
side of history. Yet despite the razor-wire, tiny cells, 
shackles and gun towers, school groups emerge 
far more fascinated than frightened by the fortress.

“The kids don’t get scared,’’ explains Luke 
Donegan, manager of heritage conservation at the 
six-hectare site. “They are fascinated by the idea 
of punishment and justice and how it has changed 
through time.  

“The stories here are challenging – particularly 
the modern era of incarceration and what it was 
like with segregation of Aboriginal prisoners, the 
gallows, solitary confinement, and the dark cells 
where prisoners were kept for 23 hours out of 24 
and the executions. The escape stories really spark 
their imagination and they think ‘how would I get 
out of here?’. 

Key learning area: students behind the gates at Fremantle Prison.

“We talk about prisoners who were here for long 
periods and were found to be innocent. Students 
start to think about how society goes about 
punishing people and also trying to reform people 
at the same time.

“Seeing a real place is of huge benefit – not to 
shock them but to get them thinking about the 
ideas of justice, society and what is right and 
wrong.’’

Oral histories provided by ex-prisoners and guards 
who revisited the prison in recent years add to the 
authenticity. 

“The interesting thing about the prison is that it’s 
a site of contested history. Prisoners and officers 
remember events very differently,’’ Mr Donegan 
says.

Mr Donegan says that because the prison was built 

and used for no other purpose than a prison, it’s 
true to life. “It has retained its look as it did back 
in 1991 when it closed. The convict areas still look 
like convict areas. It started out austere and brutal 
and has stayed that way,” Mr Donegan says.

Four different tours are offered to school groups – 
convict and modern history, tunnels and torchlight. 
However, the prison will tailor tours to suit specific 
studies such as justice, indigenous incarceration or 
general prison culture. 

“We’re always revising our tours for students 
and we have an approach with teachers that we 
encourage them to get in touch and tell us what 
they want because we’re very flexible about what 
we offer to schools,” Mr Donegan says.

To book a tour for your class, visit 
fremantleprison.com.au

‘Kids are fascinated by 
the idea of punishment 

and justice and how it has 
changed through time’ 
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For more information please contact us at:
www.schooltours.brownesdairy.com.au

Brownes Dairy invites your classroom on
a curriculum-linked tour of the Dairy at
Balcatta, Australia’s oldest Dairy.

Connecting 
students 
with 
rural life
A HUMBLE bottle of milk can spill into many 
areas of the curriculum – just ask Farmer 
Damian. The sheep and dairy farmer covers 
topics including dairy health benefits, the 
science of dairy, food safety, animal welfare, 
sustainability and food miles in the tours he 
conducts each term for Perth’s 130-year-old 
manufacturer Brownes Dairy.

“What we do is all curriculum based. We ask 
teachers what they have been doing in the 
classroom so we are very adaptable but still within 
the core curriculum structure.

“Some focus is on the farming side, some on 
distribution, some on factory, some on climate 
change – there is a whole range of areas.’’

By attending, students will be exposed to 
elements of the Maths, English, Science, HASS and 
Technologies learning areas. 

“I talk to students about how if you buy cheese 
from New Zealand there are lengthy food miles 
to get it to you – from a sea container across the 
ocean to a refrigerated train across the Nullarbor,’’ 
Farmer Damian says.  

Meanwhile, at the factory in Balcatta, 105,000 
two-litre bottles of milk, 30,000 three-litre bottles 
of milk and 100,000 various carton sizes of milk are 
produced daily from raw milk sourced in the South 
West. 

Students from Years K-6 spend 90 minutes 
following the process.

School tours are presented in three parts: farming 
(students meet and milk resident cow Jersey), the 
factory (where students watch the process from a 
viewing platform) and the invention kitchen, where 
they experiment with whey and taste yoghurt 
after learning how raw milk is standardised, 
homogenised and pasteurised.

To book a school tour, visit brownesdairy.com.au

Did you know?

A typical cow stands up and 
sits down 14 times a day

“My passion for life is trying to amend the lack of 
connectivity between people and where their food 
comes from,’’ Farmer Damian says.

Students from John XXIII visit Australia’s oldest and most established dairy, in Balcatta. 

Jersey, the resident cow.



For 30 years WA schools have trusted Constable Care to deliver safety education for students 
of all ages, teaching them skills that could one day save their lives. Constable Care incursions are:

• FREE to all schools   • Aligned to the WA curriculum   • Provided with teacher resources  

Our incursions cover important topics such as protective behaviours, internet safety, road safety, 

bullying,  first aid and who to call in an emergency. To book now call 9272 0000 or visit cccsf.org.au

Don’t miss out - book now! 
Book a Constable Care Safety School excursion 
for term 1, 2019 and receive $50 off the price!

Visit cccsf.org.au or call 9272 0000

Best practice excursions for children aged 4-11 years. Learn vital pedestrian, bike and public 
transport safety skills and experience cutting-edge augmented reality in a simulated risk 
environment. Constable Care Safety School provides an exciting opportunity for primary schools and 
links directly to WA curriculum outcomes! To book call 9272 0000 or visit ccsafetyschool.org.au

Book your FREE Constable Care incursion!

Exciting road safety excursions

School staff, explore all the rewards West Benefits adds 
to your subscription at benefits.thewest.com.au

MOVIE DISCOUNTS AND GIVEAWAYS

EXCLUSIVE DINING OFFERS 
FEATURED: SUBSCRIBER DISCOUNTS AT RESTAURANTS IN PERTH, MARGARET RIVER AND ALBANY

FREE EBOOKS AND DISCOUNTED PAPER BOOKS

We need your help 
all year round

telethon7.com



School Staff 
Home Delivery Offer

Receive Monday to Sunday papers  

for only $9.20/week*

Receive Monday to Sunday  

papers + the digital edition  

for only $9.90/week*

Terms and Conditions apply, refer to  

subscriber.thewest.com.au/schoolstaff for further details.

Visit: subscriber.thewest.com.au/schoolstaff        
Call: 1800 811 855 and quote the offer code ‘school19’

Schools abuzz with kids helping kids
IN an ordinary game of rugby league, a try converts to five points - but at Rockingham 
Senior High School, it’s worth a fortune. A mammoth $100,000.

That’s how much the school has raised over the 
past five years in its Telethon Tryathon, an annual 
rugby event featuring hundreds of students who 
rotate a run of ‘trys’ on the school oval and give all 
proceeds to Telethon.

Founded by teacher Isaac Thomas who runs 
the school’s specialist Year 7 to 10 rugby 
league program, the tryathon brings the school 
community together while encouraging kids to 
help kids.

“It’s the best day on the school calendar,” 
Mr Thomas says. “The first year 80 students 
participated. Last year, the fifth year, we had 350 
students and raised $30,000.”

Organising a school fundraiser for Telethon 
requires time and effort but is also exciting, uniting 
and rewarding with the bonus of being a part of 
the Telethon weekend. 

Mr Thomas says the result and the goodwill 
generated is well worth the effort – a sentiment 
shared by other schools that have held events for 
Telethon.

At Allendale Primary School in Geraldton, 
Education Assistant Paula Wilkinson suggested 
to principal Lisa Criddle that the school organise 
a Telethon fundraiser in honour of one of her 
students, Pippa Funneman, who was diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy about six weeks after birth and 

Rockingham Senior High School Tryathon competitors who have 
helped the school raise $100,000 for Telethon.

Pippa Funneman and friends take part 
in Pink for Pippa Day

continually requires treatment at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital to relax high tone muscles. 

With just 10 days to organise a fundraiser in time, 
the school called on all kids to wear something 
pink for “Pink for Pippa Day” and return a gold 
coin donation.

“Well, within a day it all turned into something 
massive,” Pippa’s mum Rochelle explained.

“I was expecting to take $200 to $500 to Telethon 
but when the school handed me the cheque for 
$6000, I was absolutely blown away.”

Telethon general manager Marie-Anne Keeffe says 
schools are at the heart of Telethon. “We are all 
about kids and it’s about kids helping kids,” Ms 
Keefe says.

“We are overwhelmed and very touched by the 
creativity, the brilliant ideas and the clever ways 
that people have come up with raising money.

“In 2019 we’re hoping for more exciting, new 
and fun fundraising initiatives coming from kids 
at school because the pocket money and the 
donations that come from the kids are some of the 
most important we receive. They remind us why we 
are here and why we do what we are doing.”

To find out more about Telethon and how your 
school can be involved, visit telethon7.com



TAKE THE PANIC OUT OF 
YOUR RETIREMENT WITH NICK 
BRUINING’S NEW BOOK.

FIND OUT HOW.

DON’T PANIC. RETIRING WELL WITH LESS.

Sound advice from Nick Bruining, 
fully revised edition now available.
Nearing retirement and don’t have the $1 million that ‘experts’ say you need? Don’t panic.  
Nick Bruining’s step-by-step guide shows how you can have a safe, secure retirement with just 
$270,000 in superannuation and savings.

Order yours today!
thewest.com.au/dontpanic 
or call 9482 2378

Major Supporters

Do you teach Years 3-6 
and need help with your 
WA Day lesson plan?WA Day lesson plan?WA Day lesson plan?

waday.com

We’ve done the hard work for you.

WA DAY 
IS MONDAY 

JUNE 3, 
2019

Go to waday.com and download the free WA Day 
Toolkit.  It includes resources to teach your class 
about the history of WA Day, what it means to 
be Western Australian and how to create a local 
hero program at your school.
Best news is, the resources are aligned with the 
WA Curriculum.

FREE 
TOOLKIT

WADAY.COM

Boost digital literacy in the classroom
Digital literacy means having the skills you need to live, learn and work in a society 
where communication and access to information is increasingly through internet 
platforms, social media and mobile devices. 

For many teachers and students, it is a minefield – 
which is why Perth-based education provider Fire 
Tech Australia is helping teachers navigate the 
largely unchartered terrain through a number of 
programs aimed to improve student digital literacy 
while upskilling teachers in the latest technology.

The company’s multi-faceted approach includes 
school incursions, co-curricular activities, 
after-school clubs and professional learning 
opportunities.

The fifth cycle of the National Assessment program 
– Information Communication Technology Literacy 
released by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting Authority in December 2018 – 
identified “an opportunity in Australia for student 
ICT literacy to improve”.

WA students still have a “long way to go’’ when it 
comes to digital literacy. Only 54 per cent of Year 

Firetech’s programs include school incursions.

School Incursions
Fire Tech Australia is the leading STEM+ education 
provider, delivering courses to more than 2500 
students and teachers in schools across metropolitan 
and regional WA, run by tutors fully background 
checked with current WWC and NPC checks.

Professional Learning
PLs focus on improving STEM+ knowledge and practice 
in coding, robotics and DT curriculum implementation.

After School Clubs
Fire Tech After-School STEM+ extension clubs have a 
ratio of eight students per tutor in all sessions to ensure 
all children receive the support they need to excel.

6s achieved a “proficient” benchmark last year 
which, despite being one per cent above the 
national average, was a five per cent fall on the 
state’s results in 2011. 

Fire Tech Australia managing director Andrea 
Conte says the organisation teaches people 
of all ages how to become confident digital 
citizens, having run courses in more than 100 
schools since it launched in 2016.

He says teachers who have engaged Fire 
Tech Australia in the classroom and for their 
own digital education have reported greater 
confidence in delivering Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Arts programs 
– and desire to learn more.

“Our aim is to cultivate a stimulating 
environment for challenging design thinking, 
problem solving, communication and 
collaboration skills – while having a whole lot 
of fun along the way,’’ Mr Conte says.

Visit firetech.wa.edu.au or call 1300 347 383 
for more information.



WELCOME BACK WEB OFFER FROM FREMANTLE PRESS
Purchase any book featured in The West Australian’s ED! and, between now and the end of 
Term One, you’ll get a 10% discount plus free postage on your entire web order. That means 

something for the classroom and something for you. 

COMING SOON
When Alex’s Mum takes her to visit her mysterious 
grandfather on his farm, weird things start to  
happen ... Weirdest of all? His pet alpacas can talk! 
When things go from strange to scary, Alex must 
use all her resources to survive the sinister forces 
threatening the world.

For free teaching notes, bookmarks, fun activities and more: fremantlepress.com.au/classroom-express
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Meet the author: Cristy Burne

In Term 4, ED! will feature the serialisation of Off 
The Track, the second of Cristy Burne’s books to 
feature a local nature spot. Here she explains why 
the Bibbulmun Track is her happy place.

Why do you use local nature spots as the 
settings for your stories?

I love to tell stories that our children can identify 
with. It’s super-exciting to be able to picture 
exactly where a story is happening and in this 
case, that’s not New York or London, it’s Western 
Australia, because cool stuff can happen here too.

I love to write adventures that happen outside, in 
the fresh air and among the trees, because I want 
to encourage children and families to get outside 
and reconnect with nature. 

Do you think more kids should 
be bugging their parents to 
take them exploring in the 
wilderness?

If your kid is bugging you for 
more time exploring in the 

wilderness, then 
you have it 

easy. Just 
say “Okay 
honey” 
and 
make it 
happen. 

Where is your favourite place to explore the 
wilderness in WA?

I love the Bibbulmun Track, so it’s no surprise that 
this is the setting for Off The Track. The ‘Bibb’ is 
so long, you can experience all kinds of wilderness 
across many different parts of WA. Wherever I’m 
hiking, I always have a feeling of being out in the 
world, of the enormity of nature. It helps me to put 
everyday problems and struggles into perspective.

What’s the best part about being an author?

I love that my job is always changing and I can dive 
deep into different stories and different ideas. I 
also love the extremes of my job. I can spend the 
morning alone in a silent room, and the afternoon 
at a school speaking to 500 kids. Whatever I’m 
doing, my goal is always to inspire kids to become 
keen readers and engaged citizens. 

Do you have a favourite place in Perth?

I have loads of favourite places in Perth... the 
beach, Kings Park, home, Fremantle, North Perth 
and our living room on a sunny winter’s afternoon, 
when the sun streams in and the kids are playing 
together nicely (yes, this does happen).

Where do you write?

I do most of my writing at home. We have an open 
plan office/library/computer room. It’s also the 
dog’s room. She has her own couch and she can 
type on my keyboard if she jumps up in just the 
right spot. That’s how I know it’s time for a walk.

Meet the author: Yasmin Hamid

In Term 2, ED! will feature the serialisation of 
Sudanese author Yasmin Hamid’s first children’s 
book, Swimming on the Lawn which is set in the 
1960s and based on fictionalised memories from 
her childhood in Khartoum. Here, the author 
talks about the central character Farida, the 
writing process and the differences between 
growing up her homeland and adopted home in 
Australia.

To what extent does the story of Farida 
resemble your own experiences of growing 
up in Sudan?

Many of the events in Farida’s story are based 
on fictionalised memories from my childhood. 
Early memories are often just fragments of 
incidents, which include smells/scents, and 
fleeting feelings. So in a broad sense Farida’s 
story reflects the kind of childhood I had; 
relatively carefree, with plenty of freedom and 
independence, as well as the comfort and safety 
of a family that fostered life’s possibilities. 

What do you hope readers will take away 
from your book?

I would hope that readers would feel the same 
way about my book as I do about some of 
the books I read when I was young. Although 
the characters, places and situations we read 

about may seem to be different from our 
own experiences, we can still feel a sense of 
recognition, empathy and understanding on 
an emotional level that shows us that children 
everywhere just want to be with their family and 
to have what is to them a ‘normal’ life. Sadly, 
for lots of children around the world a ‘normal’ 
life is disrupted by decisions made by adults, 
governments and people in power.

Who is Farida? 

Farida is the eldest of four children. Being the 
firstborn gives her a sense of responsibility that 
she takes seriously, but at the same time she 
doesn’t ever feel stifled by it. She also manages 
to feel fairly autonomous and independent 
within the bounds of family and society. 
Although Farida isn’t particularly conscious of 
it, she is vaguely aware that her parents are a 
bit different from her school friends’ parents 
in that they are liberal minded, educated, and 
interested in what their children are doing, most 
of the time.

What happens to her in Swimming on the 
Lawn?

We get to know Farida and her family as her 
story unfolds over a particular year. She is so 
busy experiencing daily life, reading, having 
little adventures and marking holidays and 
festivals that she doesn’t realise that it may be 
time to start growing up.

What was the most difficult or important 
scene to write?

I found writing about the death of one of 
Farida’s uncles took a lot of consideration. I 
wanted it to be authentic in its feelings of grief, 
but also a celebration of the life of a beloved 
person in Farida’s life, and whose memory 
would live on in the stories she would continue 
to tell about him.

What would be the greatest differences 
between growing up in Khartoum and a city 
in Australia?

This is a difficult question as there isn’t just a 
straightforward answer especially as the novel 
is set in the 1960s. The most obvious difference 
is that at that time ‘white’ people were few and 
far between. I myself looked like and felt like the 
general populous. I always felt that I belonged 
without having to examine or probe that 
concept. I was at home.

Meet the author: James Foley 

In Term 3, ED! will feature the serialisation of 
Fremantle writer James’s Foley’s comic graphic 
novel Brobot. See what the author says about 
his new book, published by Fremantle Press and 
based on a young girl called Sally Tinker – the 
world’s foremost inventor under the age of 12. 

What inspired you to write a graphic novel?

I’ve always loved reading comics and graphic 
novels so it was natural for me to one day make my 
own. 

What came first – the story or the illustrations?

This story started as a single illustration of a girl 
holding a spanner next to a robotic boy. I tried 
writing it as a picture book, but that didn’t work – it 
kept wanting to become a longer story. Eventually 
I changed tack and tried it as a graphic novel, and 
everything clicked into place.

What is it with you and siblings? First The Last 
Viking Returns and now this, you seem to have 
a love hate relationship with younger brother 
and sisters – is that right? 

I think everyone with siblings has experienced 
conflict with them at some point in time, so stories 
like Brobot and my previous one The Last Viking 

Returns 
ring true. I 
get along 
great 
with my 
siblings – I 
dedicated 
the book to 
them. 

Sally is both a tech-head and an 
entrepreneur – is this something that you see 
kids aspiring to these days?

I think a lot of kids enjoy working with technology; 
maybe they want to work make their own app, or 
make video games, or build things. There’s a lot of 
focus on STEM education at the moment too, so 
the book seems to be hitting a chord.

You work a lot with kids in schools. What’s your 
favourite part about that? 

I visit a lot of schools, libraries and festivals and it’s 
great to spend time with my audience. They keep 
me in check and remind me what it’s like to be a 
kid. My favourite part about working with kids is 
hearing their hilarious ideas; I also like having the 
chance to encourage them with their drawing and 
writing. 

Hot off Fremantle Press for 2019
INDEPENDENT publisher Fremantle 
Press focuses on publishing the 
work of West Australian writers – 
many of whom pen fiction, literary 
prose, poetry and children’s picture 
books set in our State. ED! Magazine 
and Media Education are proud to 
partner with Fremantle Press again 
this year to bring the serialisation of 
four local books to classrooms.  

Check out what’s new and discover more 
about Fremantle Press at  
fremantlepress.com.au

For more information about the ED! Serial 
Story program and how to subscribe, 
please visit mediaeducation.com.au or flip 
over this magazine and look at page 7 of 
Discover ME 2019.

A new story from Dianne Wolfer

In Term 1, ED! will feature the third of 
Dianne Wolfer’s series set in World War I, 
In the Lamplight, which explores different 
aspects of the war era, including the 
suffragette movement, changing roles 
of women, giving white feathers and the 
formation of the Land Army. Via nurse 
Rose’s diary, readers experience zeppelin 
raids, food shortages and nursing. Like 
the previous books Light Horse Boy and 
Lighthouse Girl, the story uses animal 
characters to provide a bridge to WWI for 
young readers.


