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Part 1: Rights, resistance and reconciliation 
 
PAGE 1 

Activity title Answers 

Symbols and meaning Symbolic meanings associated with the Aboriginal flag: 

 Red: the red earth, red ochre used in ceremonies and Aboriginal people’s 
connection to the land. 

 Yellow: the sun 

 Black: Aboriginal people 
 

Symbolic meanings associated with the Torres Strait Islander flag: 

 Green: land 

 Blue: waters of the Torres Strait 

 Black: Torres Strait Islander people 

 White five pointed star: the five major island groups and navigation 

 The white ‘dhari’ (dancer’s headdress) symbolises the Torres Strait Islander 
people.  
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Activity title Answers 

Whose country? ‘Custodian’: a person who has responsibility for taking care of or protecting 

something. 

 

Answers for the local language groups will vary based on students’ location. 

 

Then and now  Herdsman Lake 

 Lake Monger 

 Claise brook 

 Walter’s Brook 

 Smith’s Lake 

 Hyde Park Lakes 

 Tea-tree Lake 

 Stone’s Lake 

 Lake Poulett 

 Lake Thomson 

 Lake Henderson 

 Lake Georgianna 

 Lake Irwin 

 Lake Sutherland 

 Second Swamp 
 

True or false? 

 
A woman with a mission 
(Fanny Balbuk) 
 

Students will have own responses 
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PAGE 3 

Activity title Answers 

Ugly words for horrible things  Suggested responses – many could be classified as either. 

 
 

The truth about the past 

 
 

Significant events timeline 

 
Written vs spoken Since Aboriginal points of view were traditionally not written down, Australian 

histories that are included in textbooks, library and museum collections more 
frequently capture and reflect European perspectives of the past. 
 

Who was William Harris Students will have own responses. 
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Activity title Answers 

Voice of the people 
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Part 2: Contribution and cooperation 
 
PAGE 1 

Activity title Answers 

What’s in a name? Graham “Polly” Farmer excelled in AFL, both as a player and a coach. 
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Activity title Answers 

Investigate (route of the 
Forrest 1874 expedition) 

 

 
 

How were Sam Isaacs and 
Grace Bussell rewarded for 
their courage? 

Sam Isaacs: 

 Received a bronze medal from the 
Royal Humane Society of England. 

 Received a Crown grant of 100 
acres of land. 

 

Grace Bussell: 

 Received a silver medal from the 
Royal Humane Society of England 

True or false? Many Aboriginal people who tried to enlist during 
World War 1 and 2 were rejected on the grounds of 
race. 
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Activity title Answers 

Work, work, work (Explore)  
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Work, work, work (Evaluate) Students will have their own responses, eg: 

 Carting water: workers who did this job provided an essential resource to 
homes, farms and businesses, without which people would not have been 
able to survive, grow crops, raise animals, clean or run machinery.  

 

Breach of contract Students will have their own suggestions, eg: 

 It should be changed into a museum, or it should be made out of bounds for 
the public, or it should contain a memorial designed by Aboriginal people, or 
it should contain an education centre etc. 

 

Recovering lost wages Students will have their own suggestions, eg: 

 Racial discrimination: Only students of European background are chosen to 
be a student leaders. 

 Equal opportunity: Rules for girls’ sports and swimming uniforms are allowed 
to be modified if necessary, so that that those who cover their hair or wear 
more modest clothing for cultural reasons are still able to comfortably take 
part in sport activities.  
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Activity title Answers 

Who am I? 1. Ken Wyatt 
2. Pat Dodson 
3. Josie Farrer 

 
Sharing knowledge Students will have own responses, depending on the area where they live. 

 

Breaking barriers Students may have other responses: 
Ernie Dingo – TV presenter and actor, who was one of the first people to perform 
a Welcome to Country ceremony. 
Ben Wyatt – Politician, who is currently serving as the WA State Treasurer 
Sally Morgan – Author and artist, who won the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission award for her book My Place. 
Chris Lewis – AFL footballer, who played over 200 games for the West Coast 
Eagles and who won the 1990 West Coast Eagles Club Champion Award. 
Gina Williams – Singer and performer, who helps to preserve the Noongar 
language through music. 
Dr Robert Isaacs -  Former representative of local government, Executive Member 
of the State Aboriginal Advisory Council, and winner of the 2015 West Australian 
of the Year Award. 
Glen Kelly – Former Environmental Scientist, who led a number of Indigenous 
organisations and helped achieve a Native Title settlement for Noongar people. 
Nicky Winmar – AFL player, who was the first Aboriginal person to play 200 
games in the AFL. 
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Part 3: Continuous cultures 
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Activity title Answers 

Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander? 

 

 
 

Which culture?  
 

 
 

Role of Elders Students will have own responses, eg. Elders have extensive cultural knowledge, 
or Elders can provide valuable insights into Aboriginal communities and what is 
important to them. 
 

Keeping stories We can record firsthand accounts using audio-visual equipment. In doing so, we 
can share stories with a wider audience than we could in the past (eg. on radio, 
TV, online, as digital art, in stored library archives etc). Also, it allows us to record 
stories more accurately, eg we can capture the voice tone, accents, facial and 
body expressions of the person telling the story, as well as the actual words being 
said. 
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PAGE 3 

Activity title Answers 

May O’Brien Students may have different responses, including: 

 born in Eastern Goldfields 

 educated at Mt Margaret Mission 

 served as Superintendent of Aboriginal Education 

 wrote several children’s books 
 
More info here: https://publicsector.wa.gov.au/about-us/what-public-
sector/reflections-public-sector/may-obrien  
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Activity title Answers 

Closing the gap through 
culture 

Students will have their own responses. 

Community happenings Students will have own responses, such as walking tours.  
 

Telling stories through 
pictures 

Ground clay powder was used to make paint. 
 
Students will have own responses for evaluating an example of Aboriginal art. 
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