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INTRODUCTION 
 

About the book 
  
From fighting for the right to vote to nursing conscripted young men, Rose’s life changes 
forever when World War I arrives in the peaceful English village of Harefield. With an influx of 
wounded Australian soldiers, the villagers rally around to provide care and comfort, despite 
suffering their own casualties and grieving for their own losses. Training to nurse Australian 
soldiers like Jim the Light Horse boy is hard work, but with it comes much for Rose to treasure 
– in the gaining of a vocation, in confidence won and in finding new love in a new land. 
 
 
 
 
 

About the creators  
 
Dianne Wolfer is an award-winning author. Her book Lighthouse Girl inspired a character in PIAF’s The Giants and has 
recently been adapted into a stage production by Black Swan State Theatre Company. Her picture book Photographs in the 
Mud (set along the Kokoda Track) is used as an international peace reference and has been published in Japanese; it is also a 
recommended resource for the National History Curriculum.  

 
Brian Simmonds has a Bachelor of Arts in Fine Art from 
Curtin University. He has exhibited his work many times 
and won numerous prizes. His books include The River and 
Rottnest Island. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FREMANTLE PRESS 
 
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press. 
 
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/ 
 

 
 
 

AUTHOR VISITS 
 
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.  
 
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author  
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au 
 
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation. 
 
 
 

http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/
https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author
mailto:cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au
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SERIAL READING PROGRAM 
 
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian every Tuesday during Term 1 you will find an instalment from the book In the 
Lamplight by Dianne Wolfer.  
 
The activities associated with this serialised version of the book are available online to ED! Serial Reading subscriber teachers.  
 
 

TEACHING METHODS 
 
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should be adapted 
for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not created as printable worksheets; instead they are designed so 
that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled reading or writing activities, or 
can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your 
students’ learning needs.  
 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION  
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ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED! 
 
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during school terms.  
 
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that week’s 
feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be downloaded for free from 
our website every Monday afternoon. 
 
Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! topics and stories for ED! Serial Reading program. 
 
For more information, visit mediaeducation.com.au or phone 9482 3717 
 

 
 
 

Join The West’s Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation. 
 
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through 
completing the activities, students will develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news stories. 
Media Education encourages students to be informed citizens of global issues, considering multiple perspectives before 
generating their own ideas and opinions. 
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS  
 
The purpose of the ED! Magazine Serial Reading program is to foster an enjoyment of reading while developing an 
understanding of the ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.  
 
The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities. 
 

WA Curriculum: English v8.1 
 AIM:  To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature. 
 

Strand Sub-strand  

La
n

gu
ag

e
 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 

 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions 
is influenced by the purpose and audience 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 

 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions 
is influenced by the purpose and audience 

Evaluative language 

 How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative 
judgments about people, places, things and texts 

Text structure and organisation  Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts 

 How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of 
texts vary according to the text purpose 

Expressing and developing ideas Visual language 

 How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in 
conjunction with other elements such as print and sound 

Vocabulary 

 Meanings of words, including everyday and specialist meanings, and 
how words take their meanings from the context of the text 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Literature and context Literature and context 

 How texts reflect the context of the culture and situation in which they 
are created 

Responding to literature Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts  

 An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in 
literary texts, including relating texts to their own experiences  

Expressing preferences and evaluating texts 

 Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, 
and identifying the features of texts that influence personal preference 

Examining literature Features of literary texts  

 The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a 
literary work, such as plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme  

Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language  

 Language devices that authors use and how these creative meanings 
and effects in literary texts, especially devices in poetry 

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Texts in context Texts and the contexts in which they are used 
How texts relate to their contexts and reflect the society and culture in 
which they were created 

Interacting with others Listening and speaking interactions  

 Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and 
speaking interactions 

 Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating Purpose and audience 

 Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts  
Reading processes  

 Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical 
and phonic knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, 
monitoring, cross-checking, self-correcting, skimming and scanning 

Comprehension strategies  

 Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and 
inferential meaning 
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OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their ability to 
comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.  
 
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies support the 
reading processes of: 
 

 using visual information to make meaning 

 activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge  

 retrieving information  

 interpreting texts  

 reflecting and creating personal knowledge.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 

 
Theme  
The theme is at the heart of a story. It is the main idea that the story explores. This message is not usually stated, so the 
reader must discover it as they read. 
 

Setting 
The setting refers to the time(s) and location(s) where the story takes place, and provides the backdrop for the story. 

 
Mood 
The mood is the ‘atmosphere’ of the story, and how it evokes certain feelings or emotions through words and descriptions. 
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BEFORE READING 
 

 
 
In the Lamplight by Dianne Wolfer, illustrated by Brian Simmonds 
Published by Fremantle Press. 
The first instalment is in ED! Magazine on February 5. 
 
 

Before reading  
 

 Look at the Front cover of the book (above) and discuss:  
o What is the title? 
o What colours are used on the front cover? 
o What images are used on the front cover? What do they tell you about the story? 
o What mood is the publisher trying to create with the colours and images they have used? 
o What do you predict the story will be about? 
o Who do you think is the audience for this book? Why? 
o Do you recognise the author or illustrator? Have you read any other books they have created? 

 

 In the Lamplight is the third book in the ‘Light’ series, preceded by Lighthouse Girl and Light Horse Boy. If students have 
read either of these books, discuss the following: 

o What were the first and second books about? 
o Who were the main characters? Did you have a favourite? 
o The character Charlie introduced in Lighthouse Girl was also in Light Horse Boy. Do you think any characters 

from Light Horse Boy will be in In the Lamplight? Which ones? 
o What genre were the stories? 
o Did you enjoy the stories?  
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WEEK 1 
In the Lamplight by Dianne Wolfer                                                                        February 5, 2019 
 

After reading 
 

Setting 
The setting refers to the time(s) and location(s) where the story takes place, and provides the backdrop for the story. 
Students consider the setting and complete the table below. 
 

Time: Location: 

 

Determine meaning from context 
This chapter uses some words students may not have heard before, or don’t know the meaning of.  
Students locate the words below in the text and read on to work out the meaning. They can then check the meaning using a 
dictionary or online sources.  

 Tip: instead of ‘Old Blighty’ and ‘the blue stockings’, look up ‘Blighty’ and ‘blue stocking’.  
 

Word What I think it means Meaning 

Suffragette   

Old Blighty 
  

The blue stockings 
  

Munitions  
  

Big houses 
  

Convalescent  
  

 

Figurative language 
Hyperbole is when something is exaggerated, often in a humorous way. Rose used hyperbole when she wrote in her diary  

“My cheeks felt redder than the comb on Henrietta’s head.” 
 
Students locate this diary entry and consider the questions below: 
 

 Who is Henrietta and what is the comb? 

 Do you think Rose’s cheeks actually were very red? 

 What does this statement tell us about her feelings towards Tom? 
 
 

Making connections 
We connect or relate to characters especially well if we have similar experiences or feelings. Students relate to Rose’s 
feelings in the table below. 
 

Rose’s feeling/experience  Evidence that shows this Connection to me 

Rose is proud that Tom enlisted as a 
soldier. 

E.g. “My boy next door has 
become a soldier. He looked 

so handsome…” 

My auntie is a police officer 
and I feel proud that she 
works to help protect others. 

Rose cares about her animals.   

Rose values her family.   
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Theme  
The theme is at the heart of a story. It is the main idea that the story explores. This message is not usually stated, so the 
reader must discover it as they read. Topics covered early in the story may turn out to be part of the text’s overall theme. For 
example, food shortages may feature at the start, and by the end you feel the theme is “make the most of what you have”.  
 
Students consider the following topics brought up this week and predict how relevant they will be to the story as a whole. 
They then make a prediction about the overall theme. 

 
Event/idea How likely is it that this event/idea will come up again 

The suffragette movement Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

War Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

Family Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

Rose’s birthday Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

I predict the overall theme of the story will relate to: 
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WEEK 2 
In the Lamplight by Dianne Wolfer                                                                      February 12, 2019 
 

After reading 
 

Point of view 
This text is a combination of a narrator told story, diary entries from the main character, historical photos and charcoal 
drawings. The author has written in both third person limited POV and first person POV.  
 

 Students explore these two POV types and identify which is used for diary entries and which for narrative text.  

 Then they discuss why the author might have chosen to use both first and third person POV. 
 

Point of view What it means Narrative or diary entries 

Third person limited   

First person    

 

Comprehension 
Check student understanding with the following questions: 
 

Literal What did Edna make for Lawrie? 

What is Harefield House becoming? 

Inferential What does Mam’s reaction to a women delivering the mail tell us? 
 

Why can’t Lawrie tell his family where in France he is? 

Evaluative Do you think Charlotte was right to hand out white feathers? 

How would you feel if you were one of the boys given a white feather? 

Applied/creative What do you think might happen next to Lawrie? 

 

Visual language 
Students look at the photo of the nurses and consider the following questions: 

 Which do you think is the Matron? Why? 

 How do they appear similar or different to nurses today? 

 How does the photograph add to the story? 

 
Comprehension 
War has had many negative impacts on Rose’s life, but also some positive ones. Students name some of each. 
 

Negative Positive 
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Narrative structure - the problem 
All narratives must have a problem or complication to overcome. Students can make predictions about possible problems or 
conflicts based on the text so far. 
 
Complete a Think – Pair – Share about these questions: 

 What are some probable complications that could occur? 

 What hints in the story tell me this? 
 

Think  
by myself 

Pair  
Discuss with a partner 

Share  
in a group 

   

 
 

Setting 
Consider how the text reflects the society and culture of Harefield, England during WWI. 

 Students compare what life is like in Rose’s town compared to what life is like where they live using the Venn 
diagram below.  

 Then in groups, students discuss the similarities and differences and the possible reasons behind them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life in Harefield 1915 
v 

life in Western Australia now 

Rose’s life My life 


