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Tours teach farm-to-food process

CHILDREN love discovering where food comes from 
and they have the perfect opportunity to become a 
full bottle about milk.

Perth’s 130-year-old manufacturer Brownes Dairy 
hosts tours aimed at teaching primary school children 
about the source of dairy food and how it comes to 
be in their homes. Brownes has 45 individual farmers 
operating out of 51 farms in WA, producing about 
135 million litres of milk a year. 

“We bring a real cow here to the site and the children 
get to meet her and milk her, as well as seeing the 
dairy manufacturing in action and doing some food 
science in our product development kitchen,’’ Brownes 
Dairy spokeswoman Jacqui Kay explains.

The free tours, which run twice a day every Wednesday 
and Thursday, are designed to complement health, 
nutrition, agricultural and home economics studies.

Student groups are taught the farm-to-food process, 
with topics for discussion including homogenisation, 
pasteurisation, food safety, how animals are cared for, 
sustainable business practices, 
recycling and the impact 
of transporting food across 
Australia.

Teachers are provided with 
class activity ideas to explore 
prior to their visit. 

Primary pupils learn about the dairy supply chain, health benefits and science of 
dairy at WA’s longest established milk manufacturer.

Children have the opportunity to see a real dairy cow and how she is milked.

From paddock to plate how to make:

Vanilla Yoghurt Cupcakes

Ingredients
• 1 cup Brownes Vanilla Bean Yoghurt

• 1/4 cup Brownes A Hint Of Vanilla Milk

• 1/2 cup unsalted butter melted 

• 1 cup granulated sugar 

• 2 large eggs 

• 1 and 1/2 cups plain flour

• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

• 1/4 teaspoon baking soda 

• 1/4 teaspoon salt 

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 180ºC. Line 15 muffin 

cups with paper liners. Set aside.

2. In a large mixing bowl whisk together 
the melted butter and sugar. Beat in the 
yoghurt. Add the eggs one at a time, beat 
well after each addition. 

3. In a medium mixing bowl combine flour, 
baking powder, baking soda, and salt. 
Gradually add flour mixture to butter 
mixture alternating with milk. Begin and end 
with flour mixture. Mix until well blended.

4. Spoon batter into prepared pans, filling 
each cup 2/3 full. Bake for 25 minutes or 
until a wooden toothpick inserted into the 
centre comes out clean. Remove cupcakes 
immediately from pans, and cool on a wire 
rack.

Major Supporters

CELEBRATE WA DAY  
AT YOUR SCHOOL

Celebrate WA Day in your classroom and throughout 
your school with our free WA Day Toolkit. 
You’ll fnd inspiration, ideas and guides on how to plan your 
school’s celebration. We have developed a range of resources to 
help you celebrate WA Day, including lesson plans and activities 
for students in Years 3 – 6. These resources are aligned with the 
WA Curriculum and are available to download at waday.com.

TOOLKIT INCLUDES:
• WA Day activity ideas for your classroom  

and school
• WA Day posters and event invitations
• Certifcates to acknowledge students who make a positive 

contribution to your school or local community
• Information on inspirational Western  

Australian’s in our community
• Resources about Western Australia’s history
•  And much more ….

WA DAY IS 
MONDAY 

JUNE 4, 2018

Visit waday.com  
for more information.

FREE WA DAY TOOLKIT

SDERA is proudly funded by the Department of Education WA, the Mental Health Commission and the Road Safety Commission via the Road Trauma Trust 
Account. SDERA’s services are supported by the Department of Education WA, Catholic Education WA and the Association of Independent Schools WA.

HELP YOUR STUDENTS
MAKE SAFER
CHOICES 

For 20 years, WA schools have trusted SDERA’s alcohol, drug and 
road safety education resources and programs for students of all ages.  

We take a resilience-building approach so students have the skills they need to confi dently 
manage situations where their safety may be at risk.

We offer:

 Free professional development for graduates to school leaders 
and payment towards teacher relief.

 Classroom-ready resources mapped to the WA curriculum.

 Student workbooks and online activities.

 Funding and support for whole school drug and road safety approaches.

 Assistance in policy and guideline development.

 Parent information sessions.

 Consultants who can come to your school or answer 
questions over the phone.

Visit www.SDERA.wa.edu.au to fi nd out more.
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Hot off Fremantle Press
A.B. Facey’s literary classic is set for a comeback in the classroom. 

FREMANTLE PRESS has announced the publication 
of three new editions of Albert Facey’s inspiring 
autobiography A Fortunate Life – including a special 
version for young readers.

The book, first published by Fremantle Press in 
1981 before being licenced to Penguin, chronicles 
Facey’s early life in WA, his experiences as a private 
during the Gallipoli campaign of World War I and his 
return to civilian life after the war and documents his 
extraordinary life of hardship, loss, friendship and love.

The WA publishing house has reclaimed the rights 
to publish A Fortunate Life and redesigned the 
Australian classic in their own way – as a paperback 
for adults, an abridged version for younger readers 
and as a hardback Fremantle Press Treasures edition.

Fremantle Press CEO Jane Fraser said now was the 
perfect time for the book to return to where it was 
first published.  

“We have always felt connected to our first big 
success – right from when the manuscript arrived as 
a roughly typed manuscript, tied together with green 
and white waxed string,’’ she says.

“As a very small publisher we couldn’t cope with 
demand. By negotiating the licence when they did, 
Penguin helped Fremantle Press meet the high 
demand for books.’’

The paperback edition for adults and the 
abridged edition for younger readers 
will be available on April 21 while the 
Fremantle Press Treasures edition is 
scheduled for publication in November, 
to commemorate the anniversary of the 
end of World War I.

Fremantle Press will also offer free 
merchandise to schools. A kit, delivered 
with April books, will feature teaching 
notes for In the Lamplight by Dianne 
Wolfer, In Flanders Fields by Norman 
Jorgensen and A Fortunate Life plus a 
class set of 30 mixed bookmarks and 
a class set of teaching activities for In 
Flanders Fields and the Dianne Wolfer 
trilogy: Lighthouse Girl, Light Horse 
Boy and In the Lamplight.

For orders, visit fremantlepress.
com.au and for more free 
education kits and bookmarks 
sign up to Fremantle Press’ 
e-newsletter at  fremantlepress.
com.au/classroom-express

Teach your 
students to 
save water
Join the 571 schools already recognised 
into Water Corporation’s Waterwise 
Schools program, giving them access to 
resources, lesson plans and activities in 
line with STEM curriculum to make your 
life a little easier. 

To find out more, visit 
watercorporation.com.au/education

WILD 
Perth Zoo excursions

K-12 
Curriculum linked

programs and activities. 

Hands-on,
fun & engaging

day out.

Rain, hail or shine, 
we’ve got shelter for all

weather conditions.

Bookings essential - perthzoo.com.au/schools  
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Q&A with Dianne Wolfer
WA AUTHOR Dianne Wolfer is best known for her 
books Lighthouse Girl and Light Horse Boy, both of 
which have gone on to be adapted for the stage by 
Hellie Turner and performed by Black Swan State 
Theatre Company. On the cusp of the anniversary 
of the end of World War I, In the Lamplight 
looks at the Great War from an entirely different 
perspective.

Describe the new book.
At the outbreak of war, Mr Billyard-Leake offered his 
manor house in Harefield, England, for the use of 
convalescent soldiers. It became the 1st Australian 
Auxiliary Hospital and around 50,000 patients were 
treated there. Locals rallied around the young men 
so far from home. They took the lads for outings, 
organised sporting events, concerts and a canteen. 
In the Lamplight uses these events to tell the story 
of Rose, an English girl whose village is transformed 
by WWI. Rose volunteers to read to soldiers, and 
as more men arrive, she treats wounds, bathes eyes 
and becomes an efficient nurse. In 1918 wounded 
Jim (of Light Horse Boy) arrives and Rose’s story 
intersects with his.

In the Lamplight is part of a three-book series 
that includes Light Horse Boy and Lighthouse 
Girl. Were they always going to be a trilogy? 
When I began researching Fay Howe’s life way back 
in 2005 I never imagined this would lead to other 
book journeys. I would call the books standalone 
companion titles with overlapping characters. They 
can be read in any order or individually. 

What inspired you to write the book?
In the Lamplight was sparked by a trip to 
Harefield in 2013 to research Bill Hitchen, the 
man who started the Gilgandra Coo-ee March 
and whose grave I am pictured beside. While 
there I visited the modern Harefield Hospital 
with its Anzac wing and saw historical WWI 
photographs, including one of their wallaby 
mascot. My story antennae began tingling and I 
knew there needed to be third title in the series. 

How does In the Lamplight differ from other 
books on WWI? 
In the Lamplight explores different aspects of 
the war era, including the suffragette movement, 
changing roles of women, giving white feathers 
and the formation of the Land Army. Via Rose’s 
diary, readers experience zeppelin raids, food 
shortages and nursing. Rose sees the after-
effects of war – shell-shock, amputation, trauma 
blindness, trench foot – and develops skills 
to help the Australians. Like the 
previous books, this story uses animal 
characters to provide a bridge to WWI 
for young readers. 

A research trip sparked the third Anzac story 
for Dianne Wolfer.

CREEC is ideally located on the  
banks of the Canning River, just 9km 
from the City

• K-12 excursions 
• Facilitated programs or self-guided experiences
• WA Curriculum-linked  

 -  STEM 
 -  HASS (local environment) 

• Teacher professional learning 
• Classroom resources
• Sustainable Schools WA (regional base)

Information and excursion bookings:
9461 7160 or creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Connect with us

canning.wa.gov.au



10 ways to celebrate 
WA Day in class
Arrange an assembly, inspire an art 
show or lift lessons to another level with 
these 10 top tips for marking WA Day in 
the classroom.  
WA’s past, present and future is celebrated on WA 
Day with a feast of festivities from the far north to the 
tip of the south. And in the classroom, during the lead 
up to the June long weekend, celebrations can be as 
simple as a lesson plan with a focus on the history of 
WA, multicultural diversity, landscape, lifestyle and 
culture - or something larger like a WA Day assembly.
Decorate the classroom
Dress up your classroom for WA Day with art and 
memorabilia. Online resources for make-your-own 
bunting that students can cut out, make and colour 
can be found at waday.com

Arrange a WA Day assembly
Hold a school assembly to celebrate WA Day in the 
week leading up to the June 4 long weekend. This 
could include WA-themed musical performances and 
readings of what living in WA means to students.

Invite a guest speaker
Add another element to your assembly by inviting one 
of the Western Australian of the Year Awards alumni as a 
guest speaker. Check out the Western Australian of the 
Year Awards Hall of Fame page at waday.com and email 
your interest to celebratewa@celebratewa.com.au.

Serve a WA Day morning tea
Invite parents, grandparents and friends to celebrate 
with your students over morning tea. Showcase 
students’ WA Day-inspired stories and artwork.

Award WA Day certificates
Present a WA Day Certificate in recognition of 
students who are making a positive contribution to the 
school and/or their local community.  
Visit waday.com/schools-toolbox/

Unearth local heroes
Ask students to develop and present a short biography 
of someone in their family or their local community who:

• inspires a sense of pride in what it means to be a 
Western Australian; and

• has “given back’’ to their community.

Students can present their biographies in a range of 
forms, from written stories and oral presentations to 
posters.

Instigate imagery
Ask students to bring in photographs of their favourite 
place in WA. Set up a display in class or at an assembly 
area as a discussion point.

Organise an art show
Invite a local Aboriginal artist to create artworks with 
students, providing an opportunity to share stories 
and learn more about Aboriginal culture. Showcase 
the art at your WA Day assembly or morning tea.

Create a competition
Encourage students to demonstrate what it means to 
be an inspirational Western Australian by showcasing 
the meaning behind WA Day through a poem, short 
story or artwork. 

Lift lessons to another level
The Department of Education and Celebrate WA 
have collaborated on a project which focuses on 
the development of a sense of Western Australian 
community. It explores what it means to be Western 
Australian among public primary school students in 
Years 3 to 6.

Participating schools can engage in a range of 
programs and learning platforms through educational 
resources, literature workshops, an e-exchange and 
story books in Aboriginal English.

For more information, visit waday.com 

Kanyana Wildlife
T: (08) 9291 3900 (Option 1)  E: info@kanyanawildlife.org.au

120 Gilchrist Road, Lesmurdie, W.A. 6076

www.kanyanawildlife.org.au

SCHOOL PROGRAMS 2018

Are you interested and or 
looking for opportunities 
to include STEM learning 
projects, Animal Adaptions 
and or Animal Classification 
into your classroom?

Kanyana offers unique school 
incursion and excursion
opportunities at competitive prices. 
All programs include WA Curriculum 
linked education presentations, 
hands on activities and native 
wildlife encounters.

(08)9374 5600 | swanvalleyadventurecentre.org | info@swanvalleyadventurecentre.org

SCHOOL CAMPSPACKEDACTION

TAKING BOOKINGS NOW

Let us work with youto plan your perfectprogram. Call today9374 5600.

Swan Valley Adventure Centre, located on the banks of the Swan River, is just 30 minutes’ drive from Perth CBD. 

We specialise in School Camps, running a range of programs for all school ages and abilities including a 
wheelchair access High Ropes Course. 

OUR PHILOSOPHY IS SAFETY, ENJOYMENT AND LEARNING. 
We believe in ‘challenge through choice’; we can customise our camps to reflect the educational results your 
school wishes to achieve. Personal qualities and skills, like good communication, confidence building, problem 
solving, resilience and self-esteem can be achieved through experiential learning using a mixture of safe and 
enjoyable adventurous activities. 

We offer a great range of high adrenaline activities include: High Ropes Course, Abseiling, Rock-Climbing, Raft-
Building, Canoeing, Kayaking, Commando Course, Mountain Biking, Archery, Orienteering and Team Building.

Our instructors are highly trained and experienced in delivering high quality learning. 

Residential and non-residential activity based programs are on offer, from a half day to a full week or longer. 
With six camp houses on site, we can accommodate 236 overnight. Linen is provided.



Apply to study a Master of Education at ECU, Australia’s 
top ranked public university for student satisfaction.
As a Master of Education student at ECU, you’ll be taught by industry experienced lecturers and develop 
specialist classroom skills. You will benefi t from ECU’s collaboration with over 650 partnership schools 
and early childhood centres. 

Designed to help educators master leadership and teaching skills, our Master of Education off ers 
educators the opportunity to expand their knowledge in a specialist area.  

Full-time, part-time and online study options are available so you can fi t study around your life. 
So when it comes to inspiring the next generation, you’ll be ready. 

Apply for the Master of Education 
ecugetready.com.au

ECU. Australia’s top ranked public university for student satisfaction. 
QILT rankings April 2017.
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Encourage your students’ natural love 
of movement. Promote self-expression. 
Unleash creative potential.
Dance & Develop programs focus on self-expression 
and creativity, with an emphasis on success and fun! 
Catering for students of all abilities – from beginning to 
experienced dancers, shy to confident students and those 
with differing educational needs – our programs ensure 
that every student has the opportunity to participate, 
create and express themselves through movement. 

Our Make Your Moves creative dance program links 
with the WA Curriculum: Arts and offers a rich learning 
experience for your students. Students will learn about 
safe dance practices through our warm-up exercises and 
work collaboratively to create their own choreography. 
Our programs offer much more than just learning 
predetermined dance sequences. 

Sessions are developed and facilitated by teachers with 
experience in both dance and primary school settings. 

For more information or to book an incursion, visit danceanddevelop.com

MOVELEARN  CREATE

Full term 
programs and  

single workshops 
available for K-6

Volunteer group The Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise 
delivers education talks and workshops to school groups 

Years PP to Year 10 and community groups. 
Talks are free and are tailored to meet the needs of the group. 

For more information or to book a session email
westernswamptortoise@yahoo.com.au

THE FUTURE OF THE WESTERN SWAMP TORTOISE IS IN OUR HANDS

HELP SAVE THE CRITICALLY ENDANGERED WESTERN SWAMP TORTOISE
Become a member of the group today.

westernswamptortoise.com.au • Membership is FREE 

WESTERN SWAMP TORTOISE 
EDUCATION PROGRAM

@ Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise inc.



Moving on up
Students’ natural love of movement 
goes a step further with Dance & 
Develop’s Make Your Moves program.
WHETHER students are shy or confident, beginning 
or experienced dancers, there is scope to boost self-
expression in an inclusive creative dance program 
linked with the WA Curriculum: Arts.  

Dance & Develop principal Jocelyne Taylor says Make 
Your Moves workshops for Kindergarten to Year 6 
students has a strong creative element for participants.

“This gives them more ownership of their choreography 
and broadens the scope to learn about the elements of 
dance beyond steps and sequences,” she says. 

“The program has benefits beyond dance skills, too. 
It fosters social development when children work 
together and negotiate as they create their sequence. 
The nature of the program creates a safe atmosphere 
for children to move in ways that are comfortable for 
them. This builds confidence in their own ability and 
they begin to try new things as they create.’’

Make Your Moves can be tailored to your needs, be it 
a particular theme or special event, and is facilitated by 
experienced classroom teachers who have worked with 
hundreds of schools in incursion and excursion-based 
settings. The program can be presented as a single 
workshop or a number of sessions throughout the term, 
resulting in dance sequences that can be performed in 
class or used for assemblies or school concerts. 

For more information, or to book an incursion, 
visit danceanddevelop.com 

Dance teacher Jocelyne 
Taylor hosts workshops 

to help students explore 
the creative and technical 

aspects of dance.

Our differences make us stronger
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THE SPECTACULAR 
SPENCER GRAY
DEB FITZPATRICK
It’s cute, it’s furry 
and it’s under Spencer’s 
bed. Can Spencer save 
the day again? Don’t 
miss the sequel to The 
Amazing Spencer Gray.

SWIMMING ON 
THE LAWN
YASMIN HAMID
From picnicking by 
the Nile to black 
smoke on the 
horizon – Farida’s 
life in 1960s Sudan is 
full of adventure.

A FORTUNATE 
LIFE
A.B. FACEY
Bert Facey saw 
himself as ordinary, 
but his remarkable 
story reveals an 
extraordinary life 
lived to the full. He 
was a battler, ever 
hopeful despite many 
hardships. A true 
classic of Australian 
literature, his 
autobiography is 
an inspiration.

SISTER HEART
SALLY MORGAN
Annie, a young 
Aboriginal girl, is 
taken from the north 
of Australia and sent 
to an institution in 
the distant south. 
There, she slowly 
makes a new life 
for herself and, in 
the face of tragedy, 
fi nds strength in new 
friendships.

CYCLONES AND 
SHADOWS
LAURA, PAT AND 
SABRINA DUDGEON 
AND DARLENE 
OXENHAM
Lilli’s new magical 
friend, Shadow, lives 
in Nan’s mango tree. 
Meanwhile, Annie’s 
ingenious family lives 
through a cyclone.

BUSH AND 
BEYOND
TJALAMINU MIA,
JESSICA LISTER,  
JAYLON TUCKER 
AND CHERYL
KICKETT-TUCKER
Grandparents are 
special, and time 
spent with them is 
special too. These 
stories share exciting, 
happy and scary 
times exploring 
country.

LOOKING UP
SALLY MURPHY
Pete is hoping – 
desperately hoping 
– for a telescope. But 
when a mysterious 
birthday card arrives 
in the mail, what 
Pete wants is turned 
upside down. 

TO THE 
LIGHTHOUSE
CRISTY BURNE
New friends Emmy 
and Isaac embark on 
a series of holiday 
dares, but how 
daring is too daring?

IN THE 
LAMPLIGHT
DIANNE WOLFER 
AND BRIAN 
SIMMONDS
Rose’s sheltered life 
takes an unexpected 
turn when she starts 
a nursing career in 
1914. Sergeant Jim 
O’Donnell is unable 
to walk and his eyes 
are bandaged, but 
he will change her 
life forever.

COMING 

SOON

COMING 

SOON

Subscribe to the latest education news at    fremantlepress.com.au/classroom-express    @FremantlePress

COMING 

SOON

SUPERHERO FOODS NUTRITION EDUCATION 
RESOURCES FOR K-10 CLASSES

superherofoodshq.org.au

A fun way to teach nutrition
Foodbank WA has a range of fun and exciting nutrition 
education resources for teachers and students which are 
linked to the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating.

Superhero Foods resources support the WA Curriculum: 
Health and Physical Education and make teaching and 
learning about food and nutrition fun.

Resources
There are over 100 resources available for you to choose from 
including:

• Lesson plans for K-10 – including the Achievement Standards 
for each year level

• Recipe booklets – quick, easy, tasty and healthy!

• Breakfast placement can be used in the classroom too!

• Collector/game cards fun & educational games 
and great for student incentives

• Storybook Joe’s Epic Adventure

• Newsletter inserts, posters, 
clip art and much more…..

 fun & educational games 
and great for student incentives

 fun & educational games 
and great for student incentives

 Joe’s Epic Adventure

 fun & educational games 
and great for student incentives

 Joe’s Epic Adventure

What teachers are saying...
‘We were extremely impressed by the quality of the 
resources provided, including their suitability for 
engaging school aged children, who responded extremely 
well to the concept of ‘Superhero vs Zombie’ foods.’

RESOURCES FOR K-10 CLASSES

education resources for teachers and students which are 

superherofoodshq.org.ausuperherofoodshq.org.au



Theatre  
is a great 
place to learn
Primary and secondary students 
develop critical thinking and empathy 
through theatre performance, says 
WA’s State theatre company which 
has a stellar line-up for 2018.

In the digital world it’s easy to grab any learning 
tool or entertainment form you want – but 
there’s nothing like going to the theatre.

Black Swan State Theatre Company, housed at 
the State Theatre Centre of WA in Northbridge, 
prides itself on extending WA schoolchildren’s 
education through productions it promises 
are “adventurous, ambitious and ridiculously 
entertaining – as well as asking some big 
questions’’. 

“We hope the experience at the theatre 
encourages students’ empathy and hones their 
critical thinking, and we guarantee they’ll have a 
great time,’’ says artistic director Clare Watson.

Through theatre, students can explore the 
nature of humanity and our role in society, while 
engaging in the classics and new stories and 
encountering different voices.

Black Swan’s program for season 2018 includes 
engaging local stories and productions that 
link with the curriculum. Teachers are invited 

What’s in store for in 2018

THE LIGHTHOUSE GIRL
A regional tour of the home-grown 
Albany story of a lighthouse keeper’s 
daughter is in the planning stages for 
2018 after a sell-out season in April last 
year.

Based on the novels Light Horse Boy 
and Lighthouse Girl by Dianne Wolfer, 
the play is destined to feature as the 
centrepiece for the company’s Anzac Day centenary 
commemorations and is suitable for upper primary and 
secondary students.  

SUMMER OF THE  
SEVENTEETH DOLL
Set in 1950s working class Melbourne, 
Summer of the Seventeenth Doll – one 
of the most significant plays in Australian 
theatre history – revolves around two 
mates’ return to the city to ‘live it up’ 
during ‘lay off’ season. With the fly-in, 
fly-out culture being a normal part of 
life for many Australian families, the play is deemed more 
relevant to audiences than ever before.

SCHOOL MATINEE PERFORMANCE:  
Term 2: Friday, May 11, 11:30am 
FREE PANEL DISCUSSION AND Q&A SESSION: 
“Talking FIFO and DIDO (drive-in, drive-out)’’, 
Thursday May 17, 6pm

ASSASSINS
The Tony Award-winning musical 
that questions some of the flaws 
and consequences of trying to live 
the American dream is suitable only 
for Year 12 students due to its adult 
themes. The play, with music and lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim (Sweeney Todd 
and Into the Woods) and based on the 
book by John Weidman, follows nine 
misfits enticed to kill an American president. The New 
York Times says Assassins “begins with an invitation 
to “C’mon and shoot a president” and then goes 
considerably further”.

SCHOOL MATINEE PERFORMANCE:  
Term 2: Wednesday, June 27, 11:30am
FREE PANEL DISCUSSION AND Q&A SESSION: 
“Music as medicine’’, June 28, 6pm 

SKYLAB
It’s an event etched in our history. In 
the early hours of July 12, 1979, the 
US space station Skylab - launched by 
NASA in 1973 - crashed on WA’s south 
east coast, scattering debris across the 
Nullarbor and the eastern Goldfields 
and causing a worldwide sensation. 

The historical event forms the basis for 
the world premiere production presented by Black Swan 
in collaboration with Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company.

Skylab follows the characters Nev, Jem and their kids who 
have no idea that their world is about to change when 
reality shifts, conspiracy theories abound and a pink horse 
appears out of nowhere. The town’s white fellas start 
behaving strangely too, with apologies for taking black 
fellas’ land and handing over all money owed.

Written by Melodie Reynolds-Diarra and directed by 
Kyle J Morrison, it is suitable for ages 12+ (some mild 
language and adult themes) and will run from August 18 
to September 2. 

SCHOOL MATINEE PERFORMANCE:  
Term 3: Thursday, August 23 at 11:30am
FREE PANEL DISCUSSION AND Q&A SESSION:  
Hear first-hand accounts of Skylab ground zero and 
check out a pop-up Skylab museum,  
Thursday, August 30, 6pm

to see the productions for free when escorting 
student groups of 10 or more, plus receive a 
complimentary education resource kit which can 
be used to contribute to classroom activities.

School matinee performances of Black Swan’s 
three biggest plays of the year – Skylab, 
Summer of the Seventeenth Doll and Assassins 
at the Health Ledger Theatre - will be held 
during school hours in terms 2, 3 and 4 and link 
with the curriculum, including ATAR courses 
such as Drama, Design, English, Modern 
History, Literature, Music, Politics and Law. 

Professional learning workshops and tips for students
VOICE COACHING
Artists from Black Swan work with teachers to 
increase knowledge, strength and durability 
of their most important tool - their voice. The 
company’s Voice Care and Control workshops, 
held during staff development days for up 
to 25 participants, focus on breath control, 
resonance and vocal projection to enable 
teachers to sustain their voice and manage 
vocal health. Bookings and pricing:  
bsstc.com.au/education/workshops

EXAM WORKSHOPS
Teaching artists also work with student groups 
to unpack curriculum elements in a fun way 
that helps prepare them for exams. Workshops 
can be held at school or at the State Theatre 
Centre of WA, with a choice of performance, 
design or writing elements of the arts. 

Black Swan teaching artist Libby Klysz with 
Geraldton Senior College students. 

BACKSTAGE TOURS
Students and teachers can access all areas 
and tour the State Theatre Centre of WA to 
see the performance spaces, rehearsal rooms 
and backstage areas for free, with a minimum 
four weeks’ notice. 

FIND OUT MORE
Register your interest and stay up to date with 
season offerings by emailing Alena Tompkins, 
education and community access manager, 
at alena@bsstc.com.au. Further information 
about group subscriptions, pre-and-post show 
talks and theatre etiquette can be found at  
www.bsstc.com.au/education

Black Swan State Theatre Company artistic 
director Clare Watson.

A school group on set at 
the Heath Ledger Theatre.

Dramatic role reversal 
puts pupils in charge
Black Swan State Theatre Company is turning the tables and 
putting pupils in charge of adults in its new “FITTER. FASTER. 
BETTER.’’ incursion, which is part live theatre, part game, part 
disco and part workout.

A NEW educational concept coming to WA schools 
in 2018 challenges the contemporary world of 
fitness by teaching children to run boot camps for 
adults.

Using song, dance, craft, drama and physical 
education skills, students instruct adults to 
be FITTER. FASTER. BETTER. The concept 
orchestrated by Black Swan State Theatre Company 
empowers children and let adults experience what 
it feels like to be a kid again.

The school incursion, available in regional and 
metropolitan primary schools, is part live theatre, 
part disco and part workout, run over five days. 

The first component is four half-day workshops run 
by two Black Swan teaching artists who instruct 
up to 30 students from Years 3 or 4 to create craft 
activities, drama and dance choreography and use 
outdoor school spaces in new ways. The second 
component is two 45-minute boot camps led by the 
students for adults who have registered. Each pupil 
is matched one-on-one with a volunteer parent or 
adult they don’t know, so the pair can establish a 
bond and make a new friend.

Originally devised by 
Black Swan’s artistic 
director Clare Watson 
for St Martins Youth Arts 
Centre in Melbourne, 
FITTER. FASTER. BETTER. 
is where ideas about 
the body in motion are 
refocused through the 
eyes of a child. The pupils are given positions of 
leadership and encouraged to collaborate and 
contribute to the process of learning while the 
adults just need to bring runners, a water bottle, 
clothes to move and groove in and plenty of 
enthusiasm.

“For the kids who love drama we sneak in sport and 
for the kids who love sport we sneak in the arts, so 
everyone’s happy,’’ Ms Watson explains. 

“It’s about shifting the hierarchy, making a new 
friend and it reminds parents that by participating 
with the children they can gain fitness. There are 
other ways of doing things rather than sitting at 
the park with your iPhone. Kids are encouraged to 

invent things and in turn encourage adults to use 
their imagination.’’

Highlights of the boot camp include adults 
following choreographed dance routines to old-
school hits (Nutbush City Limits) and current chart-
toppers (Uptown Funk) before youngsters lead 
them to the playground to grapple with swings and 
climbing frames.

“Adults no longer ‘walk around a puddle while 
the kid jumps in’. They jump into it together,’’ Ms 
Watson says.

For more information and bookings, visit www.
bsstc.com.au/education/fitter-faster-better/

Westminster Primary School student Kiah Marie Vinyette and undergraduate 
teacher Alisha Bates race each other in the school playground as part of Black 

Swan Theatre Company’s FITTER. FASTER. BETTER incursion.  
Picture: Rebecca Mansell.
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Luke Hewitt, Caitlin Beresford-Ord,  
Geoff Kelso in The Caucasian Chalk Circle (2016). 
Image by Philip Gostelow

“Black Swan creates theatre that promises to be adventurous, ambitious and entertaining. 
Through theatre we explore the nature of humanity and our role in society. We promote 

agency through art, building knowledge and empowering the imagination. Let us help you 
spark a conversation with your students in your classroom and at the theatre.” 

– Clare Watson, Artistic Director
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