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THREE MAIN DIALECTS

Roma ‘Nan’ Winm
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® Kongal-marawar wongki — south-western dialect can be heard
around Murray River east to Kojonup and south to Augusta.

® Kongal-boyal wongki — south-eastern dialect is used from Denmark
and Albany in the far south, east to Esperance and Ravensthorpe and
north through the Wheatbelt.

is the ancient and official language of the
Aboriginal people of South West WA.
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Noongar is made up of vowels and consonants.
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® Since 1998, the Department of Education
has run a training course to enable people
who speak Aboriginal languages to be
Aboriginal language teachers in schools. A
record 26 new trainees started in 2017, of
which 11 are training to become Noongar
language teachers.
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Watch Moorditj children speaking
and singing Noongar in our video at
thewest.com.au/news/education/
preserving-the-noongar-language-bc-
5597307808001.

TAFE centres, local associations and homes.
Here are some of the 2200 words and
meanings featured in the dictionary.

® balyat = little person, cheeky and
mischievous, with magical powers
balyoongar = sand, soil

bardang = run away, flee!
djabooly-djabooly = swimming
djen bwoka = shoe

djerap-djerap = happy

djildjit = fish

djoo-djoo = shame shame

kaa-kaa = kookaburra

maam = father
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Teacher Narelle
SOURCES AND FURTHER LEARNING Ryder with
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. . . ommunity
® Batchelor Press: Noongar Waangkiny, A learner's Guide to Noongar College, Middle
® noongarculture.org.au Swan. Picture:
® noongarculture.org.au/glossary/noongar-word-list/ Megan Powell

® wirlomin.com.au
® Moorditj Noongar Community College
® |andgate.wa.gov.au

Yallingup, Cowaramup, Balingup, Dwellingup . . . these
well-known South West towns all end with the suffix “up”,
which in Noongar means “place of".
Some Noongar place names in Perth are Balga
(meaning grass tree), Booragoon (lower reaches of
Canning River), Nollamara (red and green kangaroo
paw), Gidgegannup (place where spears are made),
Koondoola (emu), Mirrabooka (Southern Cross
constellation), Joondalup (place of whiteness or
glistening), Karawara (green), Marangaroo (blue flowers)
and Karrinyup (swamp).
Many names for rivers, mountains and parks are also
indigenous language words. Noticing these words is the first
step to generate a greater appreciation and respect for the
significance of the language.
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your chance to win, email your school’s,
teacher's, class’ name and school’s address*
to ed@wanews.com.au,
with NOONGAR BOOKS
in the subject line, by
Friday.

*See competition
conditions on page 7.
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