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INTRODUCTION 
 
About the book 
 
Red Read doesn’t set out to find trouble, but trouble sure has a way of finding him. 
Expelled from school, he is whisked off by Captain Black Bowen, one of the most 
infamous smugglers ever to ply the coast of northern Australia in the early years of 
the twentieth century. Together they battle demon storms, crazed pirates and killer 
diseases while hunting down a great lost treasure. Non-stop action, adventure and 
excitement! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the author 
 
Norman Jorgensen was born in Broome, the eldest of four brothers, and 
has lived in several country towns since. At a young age he developed a 
love of books, especially novels like Treasure Island, and old movies. At 
age thirteen Norman learned to sail. These days he loves travelling and 
researching exotic places for his books   
 
 
FREMANTLE PRESS 
 
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press. 
 
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/ 
 

 
 
 
AUTHOR VISITS 
 
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.  
 
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author  
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au 
 
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation. 
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SERIAL READING PROGRAM 
 
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian on Tuesdays during Term 2 will find an abridged instalment from the book 
The Wreckers’ Revenge by Norman Jorgensen. 
 
The activities associated with this serialised version of the book are available online to ED! Serial Reading 
subscriber teachers.  
 
TEACHING METHODS 
 
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should 
be adapted for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not created as printable worksheets; instead 
they are designed so that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled 
reading or writing activities, or can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches 
should be used for the benefit of your students’ learning needs.  
 
OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their 
ability to comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.  
 
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies 
support the reading processes of: 
 
 using visual information to make meaning 
 activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge  
 retrieving information  
 interpreting texts  
 reflecting and creating personal knowledge.  
 
 

  



 

6 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 
Theme  
The theme is at the heart of a story. It is the main idea that the story explores. This message is not usually stated, 
so the reader must discover it as they read. 
 
Setting 
The setting refers to the time(s) and location(s) where the story takes place, and provides the backdrop for the 
story. 
 
Mood 
The mood is the ‘atmosphere’ of the story, and how it evokes certain feelings or emotions through words and 
descriptions. 
 
Point of view – POV 
POV in fiction determines whose eyes the reader experiences the story through.  
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ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED! 
 
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during 
school terms.  
 
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that 
week’s feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be 
downloaded for free from our website every Monday afternoon by visiting:  
 

 https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/  
 
Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! topics, and stories for ED! Serial Reading program. 
 
For more information, visit mediaeducation.com.au  
 

 
 
 
Join the Seven West Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation. 
 
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through 
completing the activities, students develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news 
stories. Media Education encourages students to be citizens who are informed on global issues, considering 
multiple perspectives before generating their own ideas and opinions. 
 
https://mediaeducation.com.au 
 
https://www.facebook.com/7Wmediaeducation/ 
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS  
 
ED! Magazine’s Serial Reading program fosters an enjoyment of reading while developing an understanding of the 
ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.  
 

The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities. 
 

WA Curriculum: English v8.1 
AIM:  To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop 
an informed appreciation of literature. 
 

Strand Sub-strand Knowledge and understanding 

La
ng

ua
ge

 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 
 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions is 

influenced by the purpose and audience 
Evaluative language 
 How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative judgments about 

people, places, things and texts 
Text structure and 
organisation  

Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts 
 How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of texts vary 

according to the text purpose 
Text cohesion 
 How texts work as cohesive wholes through language features that link parts of 

the text together 
Expressing and 
developing ideas 

Visual language 
 How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in conjunction 

with other elements such as print and sound 
Vocabulary 
 Meanings of words, including every day and specialist meanings, and how words 

take their meanings from the context of the text 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Literature and context Literature and context 
 How texts reflect the context of the culture and situation in which they are created 

Responding to literature Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts  
 An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in literary texts, 

including relating texts to their own experiences  
Expressing preferences and evaluating texts 
 Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, and 

identifying the features of texts that influence personal preference 
Examining literature Features of literary texts  

 The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a literary work, 
such as plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme  

Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language  
 Language devices that authors use and how these create meanings and effects in 

literary texts 
Creating literature Creating literary texts 

 Creating their own literary texts based on ideas, features and structures of texts 
experienced 

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Texts in context Texts and the contexts in which they are used 
 How texts relate to their contexts and reflect the society and culture in which they 

were created 
Interacting with others Listening and speaking interactions  

 Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and speaking 
interactions 

 Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions 
Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

Purpose and audience 
 Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts  
Reading processes  
 Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic 

knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, monitoring, cross-checking, self-
correcting, skimming and scanning 

Comprehension strategies  
 Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and inferential 

meaning 
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 TEACHING POINTS 
Below is a simplified list of the main activities to assist your planning, with white boxes indicating activities available 
each week. These teaching points are a ‘plain language’ interpretation of the WA Curriculum in the context of this 
program. They present a guideline for linking the activities to the WA Curriculum. It is not expected that any class would 

complete all the activities each week, rather that you will select the activities best suited to your students and 
outcomes.  A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your students’ learning needs.  

 
 

Teaching Points 
Notes 

(Instruction method, resources, reflection, etc.) 
1 2  

La
ng

ua
ge

 

Language 
Exploring new vocabulary    

Language variations    

Theme Predicting themes in a text    

Mood 
Identifying how mood can be portrayed visually    

Identifying how the author has created tension in the text    

Setting Identifying language used to describe a setting    

Character 

Demonstrating understanding of characters    

Analysing how dialogue is used to develop characters    

Evaluating characters     

Genre Exploring features of a genre    

Point of view Understanding how point of view influences a text    

Making connections Accessing prior knowledge of similar texts    

Personal response 
Responding to a text    

Responding to ideas and themes in a text    

Creative response Creating texts    

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Comprehension Demonstrating understanding of a text    

Inferring Reading deeper    

Predicting Engaging in active reading    

Reviewing Engaging in active reading    
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BEFORE READING 
 

 
 
 

The Wreckers’ Revenge by Norman Jorgensen  
Published by Fremantle Press 
 
The first instalment is in ED! Magazine on 20 April.  
 
Before reading 
Genre (Exploring features of a genre)  
Based on the title and cover image, what genre, or genres, do you think this story will fit into? 
Remember, many books have features of more than one genre. List some characteristics of the genre/s. 
 
Mood (Identifying how mood can be portrayed visually) 
What mood do you think has been created by the colours, images and symbols on the cover? 
 
Personal response (Responding to a text) 
Discuss with a partner or small group: 
 Are you looking forward to reading The Wreckers’ Revenge? Why/why not? 
 
Making connections (Accessing prior knowledge of similar texts) 
Make a list of stories which feature pirates or ocean voyages. You can include books, movies, etc.  
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WEEK 1 
The Wreckers’ Revenge by Norman Jorgensen              April 20, 2021 
 
After reading 
Comprehension (Demonstrating understanding of a text) 
Answer the questions to demonstrate your understanding of the chapter.  
 

Literal 

Why doesn’t Red go to school? 

What is the name of the whaling captain?  

Inferential 

Why do you think sharks follow whaling ships? 

What do you think ‘moving like the clappers’ means? 

Evaluative 

Do you think the crew should let the whalers aboard the ship?? 

Would you like to climb the mast like Red does? 

Applied/creative If you could name a ship, what name would you choose?   

 

Language (Exploring new vocabulary) 
This story contains lots of sailing terminology. Highlight these words in the text, then use context clues to match 
each word to the correct definition.  
 

aloft  tall pole that supports a ship’s sails 
resplicing  front section of a ship or boat 

jib  smoke stack or chimney 
mast  in a higher position, above 
deck  small triangular sail in front of the main sail 

funnel  joining together two ropes (or parts) by interweaving strands 
knots  the floor of a ship 
cargo  unit of speed equal to one nautical mile per hour 

bow  rear section of a ship or boat 
stern  goods carried on a ship, aircraft or vehicle 

 
Inferring (Reading deeper)  
What can be inferred about living and working on a ship from this quote? 
 

‘Mr Smith, Sam Chi,’ says the Captain, quietly. It is not a command or a question, but Mr Smith knows 
exactly what to do. 
 

Character (Demonstrating understanding of characters) 
Chapter one introduces the reader to some of the main characters in the story. List what you know about these 
characters so far. 
 

Red Anna Captain Bowen 
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Point of view (Understanding how point of view influences a text) 
Discuss with a partner or small group: 
 What point of view has the author used to tell this story? How can you tell? 
 What are the advantages of using this point of view? 
 What are the disadvantages of using this point of view? 
 

Predicting (Engaging in active reading) 
Chapter 1 ends with tension between the two captains. Predict what you think will happen in the next chapter. 
 

Extension activity  
 

In this chapter Anna and Red discuss their travels to Siam (now Thailand) and Sumatra. Create a travel 
brochure for one of these destinations. You should include information such as geography, weather, 
attractions, when to visit, etc. 
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WEEK 2 
The Wreckers’ Revenge by Norman Jorgensen              April 27, 2021 
 
Before reading 
Reviewing (Engaging in active reading) 
Think back to Chapter 1 to answer the questions. Refer to your copy of Chapter 1 if you need to.  
 

What were the main events of Week 1? 

Which characters were we introduced to? 

How did the chapter end?  

 
Language (Exploring new vocabulary)  
Locate these words in the story and use the context to predict the meaning, then check online or in a dictionary.  
 

Word What I think it means  Dictionary meaning  

outmanoeuvre   
ransom   

sinister   

predicament   

menacing   

vermin   

jibe   
 
Language (Language variations) 
The characters in this story use words and phrases you probably wouldn’t use, such as, ‘you green-sickness 
carrion’, ‘fool-born barnacle’ and ‘as certain as the day is long.’ Tick the statements that explain the differences 
between how the characters speak and how you speak. 
 

 language changes over time 

 some people speak more than one language 

 some words are hard to pronounce 

 different language is used in different contexts 

 
Character (Evaluating characters) 
Sometimes our first impressions of characters turn out to be correct, but sometimes they do not. Which 
characters surprised you with their actions in this chapter? Which characters acted as you expected? 
 
Creative response (Creating texts) 
Write a conversation between Red and Anna following the events of this chapter. What do you think they would 
say to each other? Remember to use dialogue that suits the characters and context.  
 
Theme (Predicting themes in a text) 
Based on the story so far, predict some themes this story might explore.  
 

Themes 
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Mood (Identifying how the author has created tension in the text) 
There is a lot of tension in this chapter, which helps to keep readers interested in the story. Identify which parts of 
the text help to build tension. 
 

Quote  Does this build tension? 

He is very cautious, which is not like our captain.  yes      no 

I dare not turn away and look.  yes      no 

The same person behind me gasps in surprise.  yes      no 

I smile, enjoying the scene.  yes      no 

He lifts his arms slowly, hoping no one will notice.  yes      no 

‘Red, you played cricket at Christian Brothers.’ yes      no 
 
Predicting (Engaging in active reading) 
Predict what you think Captain Bowen is planning to do next. 
 

Extension activity  
 

Captain Bowen tells Captain Peabody that his crew lost their ship in a shipwreck and barely escaped with their 
lives. Use the idea of a shipwreck to write a narrative using your own characters. Your story should have an 
introduction/orientation, complication and resolution. 
  

 


