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INTRODUCTION 
 

About the book 
  
Spencer Gray is just an ordinary kid, but he manages to get into some 
pretty extraordinary situations. When Spencer stumbles on a sinister 
operation in the bush, his life goes into overdrive – midnight rescue 
missions, super endangered animals, hair-raising adventures. 
 
To survive, Spencer will need to pull off something spectacular… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
About the author 
 
Deb Fitzpatrick lives and works in Fremantle, WA. She has a Master of Arts 
(Creative Writing) from UWA and occasionally teaches creative writing and 
editing at Curtin University. Deb is the author of four novels. The Break (2014) 
is for adult readers. Both her novels for young adults – 90 Packets of Instant 
Noodles (2010) and Have You Seen Ally Queen? (2011) – were named Notable 
Books by the Children’s Book Council of Australia. The Amazing Spencer Gray 
(2013), a novel for younger readers, was published in the US in 2016. 
 
http://debfitzpatrick.com.au/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://debfitzpatrick.com.au/
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SERIAL READING PROGRAM 
 
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian every Tuesday during Term 3 you will find an instalment from the book The 
Spectacular Spencer Gray by Deb Fitzpatrick. 
 
The activities associated with this serialised version of the book are available online to ED! Serial Reading subscriber teachers.  
 
 

TEACHING METHODS 
 
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should be adapted 
for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not designed as printable worksheets; instead they are designed so 
that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled reading or writing activities, or 
can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your 
students’ learning needs.  
 
 

FREMANTLE PRESS 
 
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press. 
 
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AUTHOR VISITS 
 
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.  
 
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author  
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au 
 
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/
https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author
mailto:cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au
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ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED! 
 
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during school terms.  
 
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that week’s 
feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be downloaded for free from 
our website every Monday afternoon. 
 
Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! topics and stories for ED! Serial Reading program. 
 
For more information, visit education.thewest.com.au or phone 9482 3717 
 

 
 
 

Join The West’s Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation. 
 
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through 
completing the activities, students will develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news stories. 
Media Education encourages students to be informed citizens of global issues, considering multiple perspectives before 
generating their own ideas and opinions. 
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS  
 
The purpose of The West Australian ED! Magazine Serial Reading program is to foster an enjoyment of reading while 
developing an understanding of the ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.  
 
The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities. 
 

WA Curriculum: English v8.1 
 AIM:  To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature. 

 

Strand Sub-strand  

La
n

gu
ag

e
 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 

 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions 
is influenced by the purpose and audience 

Evaluative language 

 How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative 
judgments about people, places, things and texts 

Text structure and 
organisation  

Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts 

 How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of 
texts vary according to the text purpose 

Text Cohesion 

 How texts work as cohesive wholes through language features that link 
parts of the text together, such as paragraphs, connectives, nouns and 
associated pronouns 

Expressing and developing 
ideas 

Visual language 

 How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in 
conjunction with other elements such as print and sound 

Vocabulary 

 Meanings of words, including everyday and specialist meanings, and 
how words take their meanings from the context of the text 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Responding to literature Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts  

 An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in 
literary texts, including relating texts to their own experiences  

Expressing preferences and evaluating texts 

 Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, 
and identifying the features of texts that influence personal preference 

Examining literature Features of literary texts  

 The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a 
literary work, such as plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme  

Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language  

 Language devices that authors use and how these creative meanings 
and effects in literary texts, especially devices in poetry 

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Interacting with others Listening and speaking interactions  

 Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and 
speaking interactions 

 Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions 

Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

Purpose and audience 

 Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts  
Reading processes  

 Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical 
and phonic knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, 
monitoring, cross-checking, self-correcting, skimming and scanning 

Comprehension strategies  

 Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and 
inferential meaning 
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OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their ability to 
comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.  
 
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies support the 
reading processes of: 
 

 using visual information to make meaning 

 activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge  

 retrieving information  

 interpreting texts  

 reflecting and creating personal knowledge.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 

Character  
The characters are the magnet that attracts readers to a story. By getting to know and understand the character, students 
are able to relate their own personalities, traits and experiences to those of the character.  
 
The main characters are the most important channel through which the reader interacts with the story. 

 Examine the character’s actions, feelings, thoughts, likes and dislikes to learn about and understand the character’s 
personality. 

 Express understanding of a character through language-building activities. 

 Develop a deeper understanding of a character. 

 Infer traits, thoughts, feelings, values and motivation of a character. 
 

Point of view – POV 
POV in fiction determines whose eyes the reader experiences the story through.  
 
  



 

 
10 

BEFORE READING 
 

 
 
 
The Spectacular Spencer Gray by Deb Fitzpatrick 
Published by Fremantle Press. 
The first instalment is in ED! Magazine on July 17. 
 
 

Before reading  
 
Front cover 

 Look at the cover of the book and discuss:  
o What is the title? 
o What colours are used on the front cover? 
o What images are used on the front cover? What do they tell you about the story? 
o What mood is the publisher trying to create with the colours and images they have used? 
o Do you think this will be an imaginative, informative or persuasive text? Why? 
o What do you predict the story will be about? 
o Who do you think is the audience for this book? Why? 

 

 The Spectacular Spencer Gray is a sequel to the book The Amazing Spencer Gray. If students have read The Amazing 
Spencer Gray, discuss the following: 

o What was the first book about? 
o Who were the main characters? 
o What genre was the story? 
o Did you enjoy the story?  
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WEEK 1 
The Spectacular Spencer Gray by Deb Fitzpatrick        July 17, 2018 
 

After reading 
 

Character 
Chapter one introduces us to several characters, including Spencer Gray, the main character or protagonist. Students 
complete the table below to gain a better understanding of the characters. 
 

Character What do I know about the character? How do I know this? (evidence) 

Spencer   

Man in the bush   

Leon   

Charlie   

Ms Greigan   

Cassie   

 
Narrative structure - the problem 
All narratives must have a problem or complication to overcome. Although the problem of this story is not yet clear, students 
can make predictions based on the text so far. 
 
Complete a Think – Pair – Share about these questions: 

 What might be the problem? 

 What hints in the story tell me this? 

 
Think  

by myself 
Pair 

Discuss with a partner  
Share  

in a group 

 

  

 
Narrative structure – hook 

 
“And that is where his day changed. It would be fair to say: that is where everything changed.” 

 
The lines above create a ‘hook’ for the reader by creating suspense and letting the reader know something important and 
interesting is going to happen next. Students create alternative/additional hooks for the first chapter. 
 

Situation Hook 

Spencer goes into the bush to retrieve the soccer ball.  

Spencer fails to answer correctly in class.  

Spencer heads to the BBO after school.   
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Language 
The author has used specific action verbs that inform the reader not only what a character is doing, but also how. Specific, 
interesting verbs help bring a story alive. Students complete the table to understand specific verbs: 

 

Sentence Verb 
What does this tell me about the 

character or situation? 

“Spencer saw a man scurrying away, as though 
Spence had interrupted him somehow, 

disturbed him.” 

scurrying  

“A moment later, Spencer heard the sound of a 
motorbike, or maybe it was a quad bike, 

burning away at top speed into the distance.” 

burning  

“‘Veggie patch, Spence,’ Leon hissed.” 
hissed  

“‘Put a sock in it, Leo,’ Spencer growled.” 
growled  
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WEEK 2 
The Spectacular Spencer Gray by Deb Fitzpatrick      July 24, 2018 
 
After reading 
 

Comprehension 
Check student understanding with the following questions:  
 

Literal What did Spencer find in the bush? 

What did Spencer take from the bush? 

Inferential Who put the animals in the enclosure? 

Why are the animals in the enclosure? 

Evaluative Do you think Spencer should have gone into the bush? Why/why not? 

Do you think Spencer did the right thing taking the animal? Why/why not? 

Applied/creative What do you think might happen next? 

 
 

Setting 
The author evokes a vivid image of the bush setting in this chapter. Students use information from the text and predictions to 
complete the Y chart. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atmosphere 
The atmosphere of this chapter is tense. Students identify parts of this chapter that convey the tense atmosphere and add 
them to the placemat. 
 

“It was quiet in the BBO. And dark.” 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

What the bush smells like  
(prediction) 

 

What the bush sounds like 

What the bush looks like 
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Language 
The author has included several examples of similes and metaphors in this chapter. This figurative language helps the reader 
create a mental picture, and makes the text more interesting. Students analyse examples of similes and metaphors in the 
text. 
 

Example Simile or 
metaphor? 

How does this add to the story? 

“The trees met above his head, branches 
intertwining like arms around mates’ shoulders.” 

  

“Spence looked up and saw the tomato-red 
underbelly of a rosella parrot.” 

  

“His heart was a bullfrog in his chest.” 
  

“Ears like small satellite dishes.” 
  

 

Character 
In this chapter we learn more about our protagonist, Spencer. Students examine his character traits in the table.  
 

Trait Evidence Like myself 
Like someone I 

know 
Like a character 

from another text 

curious 
He wanted to 
explore the bush. 

yes my sister Harriet the spy 

     

     

     

 
 


