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INTRODUCTION 
 

About the book 
  
Told through the eyes of Farida, as well as her inquisitive sister and brothers, this is a beautiful 
story about growing up in Sudan. Sudanese culture and customs are brought to life, from the 
ubiquitous tea service and hearty breakfasts to the commemoration of Muslim holidays and the 
rites of birth and death. But a happy childhood spent in the capital and the rural villages of 1960s 
Sudan ends startlingly with a sudden military coup that changes the make-up of Farida’s family 
forever. Swimming on the Lawn is a powerful reminder that many children around the world are 
affected by war and are helpless against it. 
 
 
 
 

 

About the author 
Yasmin Hamid grew up in East Africa with her siblings, English mother and Sudanese 
father. She loves reading and has been in the same book club group for almost twenty-
five years. She is happily married and has lived in Western Australia since 1988. This is 
her first novel for children.   

 
 
 
 

FREMANTLE PRESS 
 
The ED! Serial Reading program is run in partnership with Fremantle Press. 
 
To find out more about their authors and illustrators, please visit http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/ 
 

 
 
 

AUTHOR VISITS 
 
Fremantle Press authors are available to visit schools.  
 
For information about author bookings visit: https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author  
or email Claire Miller: cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au 
 
Fremantle Press authors charge a minimum fee for their time and preparation. 
 
 

SERIAL READING PROGRAM 
 
In ED! Magazine in The West Australian every Tuesday during Term 2 you will find an instalment from the book Swimming on 
the Lawn by Yasmin Hamid.  
 
The activities associated with this serialised version of the book are available online to ED! Serial Reading subscriber teachers.  
 

http://www.fremantlepress.com.au/
https://www.fremantlepress.com.au/book-author
mailto:cmiller@fremantlepress.com.au
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TEACHING METHODS 
 
These activities have been designed to cater for a variety of teaching methods and student abilities, and should be adapted 
for your class’ needs accordingly. They are intentionally not created as printable worksheets; instead they are designed so 
that teachers can adapt the activities to allow for explicit teaching opportunities, modelled reading or writing activities, or 
can be adapted as independent activities for students. A variety of approaches should be used for the benefit of your 
students’ learning needs.  
 
 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL FICTION GENRE 
 
Autobiographical fiction is exactly what it sounds like; a combination of an account of a person’s life written by that person 
and a story describing imaginary events and people. Swimming on the Lawn is an autobiographical fiction as Yasmin Hamid’s 
family and memories of her childhood in Africa are used as the basis for the imaginary characters and events in this novel. 
Fragments of memories such as smells and fleeting feelings inspired the events in Farida’s story, and aspects of Farida’s life 
reflect Yasmin’s, being relatively carefree with plenty of freedom and independence for example. Even though the characters 
and events are fictitious, being based on the author’s real life means that readers are able to have an understanding of what 
life might really have been like growing up in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, in the 1960s. 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 Sudan became independent from British and Egyptian rule in 1956. Prior to this, north Sudan and south Sudan were 
administrated as two separate regions. People in north Sudan were mostly Muslim Arabs, whereas people in the south 
were primarily Christian Africans or practiced traditional African religions. 

 When the smaller south Sudan resisted changes to their cultural and political rights by the north, it resulted in the First 
Sudanese Civil War (1955 – 1972). 

 The Second Sudanese Civil War (1983 – 2005) was a continuation of the first. Lasting 22 years, it is one of the longest civil 
wars on record. 
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ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES LINKED TO ED! 
 
ED! Magazine is published every Tuesday inside The West Australian during school terms.  
 
Each week Media Education develops activities for the classroom based on that week’s 
feature topic and the News Flash column in ED!. Activities can be downloaded for free from 
our website every Monday afternoon by visiting:  

 https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/  
 
Also, be sure to check out our listing of upcoming ED! Topics, and stories for ED! Serial Reading program. 
 
For more information, visit mediaeducation.com.au or phone 9482 3717 
 

 
 
 

Join the Seven West Media Education team in our aim to create a media-savvy generation. 
 
Online Media Education activities are designed to enable students to become critical consumers of news. Through 
completing the activities, students will develop the skills to consider, question, inquire and challenge reported news stories. 
Media Education encourages students to be informed citizens of global issues, considering multiple perspectives before 
generating their own ideas and opinions. 
 

  

https://mediaeducation.com.au/current-ed-news-flash-and-topic-activities/
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WA CURRICULUM LINKS  
 
The purpose of The West Australian ED! Magazine Serial Reading program is to foster an enjoyment of reading while 
developing an understanding of the ways in which theme, character, setting and plot are reflected in a story.  
 
The activities are most suitable for Year 3-6 students, and can be adapted for different ages and abilities. 
 

WA Curriculum: English v8.1 
 AIM:  To ensure students develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature. 
 

Strand Sub-strand  

La
n

gu
ag

e
 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 

 How language used for different formal and informal social interactions 
is influenced by the purpose and audience 

Language for interaction Language for interaction 
 How language used for different formal and informal social 

interactions is influenced by the purpose and audience 

Evaluative language 
 How language is used to express opinions and make evaluative 

judgments about people, places, things and texts 

Text structure and 
organisation  

Purpose audience and structures of different types of texts 

 How texts serve different purposes and how the structures of types of 
texts vary according to the text purpose 

Expressing and developing 
ideas 

Visual language 

 How images work in texts to communicate meanings, especially in 
conjunction with other elements such as print and sound 

Vocabulary 

 Meanings of words, including every day and specialist meanings, and 
how words take their meanings from the context of the text 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Literature and context Literature and context 
 How texts reflect the context of the culture and situation in which 

they are created 

Responding to literature Personal responses to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in texts  

 An individual response to the ideas, characters and viewpoints in 
literary texts, including relating texts to their own experiences  

Expressing preferences and evaluating texts 

 Expressing personal preference for different texts and types of texts, 
and identifying the features of texts that influence personal preference 

Examining literature Features of literary texts  

 The key features of literary texts and how they work to construct a 
literary work, such as plot, setting, characterisation, mood and theme  

Language devices in literary texts, including figurative language  

 Language devices that authors use and how these creative meanings 
and effects in literary texts, especially devices in poetry 

Li
te

ra
cy

 

Texts in context Texts and the contexts in which they are used 
 How texts relate to their contexts and reflect the society and culture in 

which they were created 

Interacting with others Listening and speaking interactions  

 Purposes and contexts through which students engage in listening and 
speaking interactions 

 Skills students use when engaging in listening and speaking interactions 

Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

Purpose and audience 

 Recognising and analysing differences between different types of texts  
Reading processes  

 Strategies for using and combining contextual, semantic, grammatical 
and phonic knowledge to decode texts, including predicting, 
monitoring, cross-checking, self-correcting, skimming and scanning 

Comprehension strategies  

 Strategies of constructing meaning from texts, including literal and 
inferential meaning 
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OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Teaching students to become effective readers involves developing students’ reading fluency and extending their ability to 
comprehend what they read and view from the literal level to the inferential and critical levels.  
 
The activities this term provide teachers with a range of strategies for developing comprehension. The strategies support the 
reading processes of: 
 

 using visual information to make meaning 

 activating, expanding and refining prior knowledge  

 retrieving information  

 interpreting texts  

 reflecting and creating personal knowledge.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 

Character  
The characters are the magnet that attracts readers to a story. By getting to know and understand the character, students 
are able to relate their own personalities, traits and experiences to those of the character.  
 
The main characters are the most important channel through which the reader interacts with the story. 

 Examine the character’s actions, feelings, thoughts, likes and dislikes to learn about and understand the character’s 
personality. 

 Express understanding of a character through language-building activities. 

 Develop a deeper understanding of a character. 

 Infer traits, thoughts, feelings, values and motivation of a character. 
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BEFORE READING 
 

 
 
Swimming on the Lawn by Yasmin Hamid 
Published by Fremantle Press. 
The first instalment is in ED! Magazine on April 30. 
 
 

Before reading  
 

 Look at the front cover of the book (above) and discuss:  
o What is the title? 
o What colours are used on the front cover? 
o What images are used on the front cover? What do they tell you about the story? 
o What mood is the publisher trying to create with the colours and images they have used? 
o What do you predict the story will be about? 
o Who do you think is the audience for this book? Why? 

 

 The story is set in Khartoum, Sudan in the 1960s. Find out more about Sudan: 
o Locate the country Sudan, and its capital Khartoum, on a world map. Which continent is it on? 
o Find out which countries it shares a border with. 
o Research to find out more about Sudan: population, languages spoken, religion, history, weather and climate, 

resources, environmental issues, education, food, inequality and poverty. 
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WEEK 1 
Swimming on the Lawn by Yasmin Hamid                                                                                    April 30, 2019 

 
 
Check out today’s ED! feature topic Republic of the Sudan which provides more information about 
the East African country and an interview with author Yasmin Hamid. 
 

 
After reading 
 
Point of View 
The story is told in first person POV. In pairs, students make a list of the pros and cons of using this POV in a narrative with 
many characters. 
 

Pros Cons 

e.g. You know what the main character is 
thinking 

 
 
 

e.g. We don’t know the main character’s 
name 

 
 

Language/ Reading for detail 
The story is written in English but also uses some words in another language. Students find the following words in the text, 
the re-read to determine their meaning and what language it is. 
 

Words Meaning 

Ya himaar  

Ya ibni kelb  

Gammar  

Language:  

 
 

Comprehension 
Check student understanding with the following questions. 
 

Question Answer Evidence  

How many people are in the family?   
Which members are female?   

Which child is the oldest?   

Which child is the youngest?   

Where do the other children fit in the age order?   
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Theme  
The theme is at the heart of a story. It is the main idea that the story explores. This message is not usually stated, so the 
reader must discover it as they read. Events or ideas covered early in the story may turn out to be part of the text’s overall 
theme.  
 
Students consider the following events/ideas brought up in this chapter and predict how relevant they will be to the story as 
a whole. They then make a prediction about the overall theme. 
 

Event/idea How likely is it that this event/idea will come up again 

Car trips Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

Family Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

Childhood Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

Reading Very likely Likely Neutral Unlikely Very unlikely 

I predict the overall theme 
of the story will be about: 
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WEEK 2 
Swimming on the Lawn by Yasmin Hamid                                                                                 May 7, 2019 
 

Before reading 
Reviewing 
Students think back to Week 1 to complete the table below. 
 

What were the main events of Week 1?  

 

Which characters were we introduced to?  

 

Which characters do you think will feature 

heavily throughout the story? 

 

 
 

After reading 
Character 
Students continue their character profile using the table from Week 1. They can add or change information and provide 
evidence from the text to support their answers.  
Note: You may not be able to write something for every category each week. 
 
Students also answer the following question. 
 

 Week 2 question: How do you feel about this character? 
 

Figurative language 
You will notice that the author uses lots of descriptive language to create a mental picture and makes the text more 
interesting.  Figurative language, such as similes, metaphors, hyperbole and personification are used to describe something, 
often through comparison with something else.    
 
Students re-read the text to find the similes and answer the questions below. 
 

 What was like popping corn? 

 What looked like a hill of boiled potatoes? 
 

Language 
The Arabic words for a common greeting were used in the text this week. Students find the Arabic greeting, and determine 
the meaning in English. Then use an online pronunciation guide and practise saying it. 
 
 

Setting 
Consider how the text reflects the society and culture of Sudan in the 1960s.  
Students compare what life is like for the main character to what their own life is like, using the Venn diagram below. 
Consider family size, what the home is like, chores and responsibilities, etc. Then in groups, students discuss the similarities 
and differences and the possible reasons behind them. 
 

Narrative structure – hook 
This chapter ends on a hook. Students think about what has been left open and make predictions about how significant the 
relationship between the main character and goat will be to the story as a whole.  

 
Three questions you have at the end of this chapter Three predictions you have about the goat 

  

  

 


